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‘the Unitas Fratrum, or Moravians, 
are a Christian denomination, 
who, though small in number, 
compared with many others, have 
attracted the attention and esteem 
of ali. They are distinguished for 
the following things: an attach- 
ment to the holy Scriptures, in 
their own understanding of them ; 
purity of morals, and simplicity 
of manners ; fidelity in the edu- 
cation of children ; and zeal in 
Missionary labors.—The charac- 
ter and zeal of this small branch 
of the church is worthy of the 
Christian eye. 

Ihe Editor, after much examina- 
tion, could find no summary of 
their origin and history so com- 
plete as in Buck’s Theol. Dict. 
from which the following is ex- 
tracted, 


HE Moravians, are a sect 
generally said to have arisen 
under Nicholas Lewis, count of 
Zinzendorf, a German noble- 
man of the last century, and 
thus called because the first con- 
verts to their system were some 
Moravian families. According 
Vou. III. No. 8, 





to the society’s own account, 
however, they derive their ori- 
gin from the Greek church in 
the ninth century, when, by the 
instrumentality of Methodius 
and Cyrillus, two Greek monks, 
the kings of Bulgaria and Mo- 
ravia being converted to the 
faith, were, together with their 
subjects, united in communion 
with the Greek church. Me- 
thodius was their first bishop, 
and for their use Cirillus trans 
lated the scriptures into the 
Sclavonian language. 

The antipathy of the Greek 
and Roman churches is well 
known, and by much the greater 
part of the Brethren were in 
process of time compelled, af- 
ter many struggles, to submit 
to the see of Rome. A few, 
however, adhering to the rites 
of their mother church, uni- 
ted themselves in 1176 to the 
Waldenses, and sent mission- 
aries into many countries. In 
1457 they were called /ratrea 
legis Christi, or Brethren of the 
Law ef Christ; because, about 
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that period, they had thrown off 
all reverence for human compi- 
Jations of the faith, professing 
simply to follow the doctrines 
and precepts contained in the 
Word of God. 

There being at this time no 
bishops in the Bohemian church 
who had not submitted to the 
papal jurisdiction, three priests 
of the society of United Breth- 
ren were, about the year 1467, 
consecrated by Stephen, bish- 
op of the Waldenses, in Aus- 
trla; and these prelates, on 
their return to their own coun- 
try, consecrated ten co-bishops, 
or co-seniors, from among the 
rest of the presbyters. In 
1523, the United Brethren com- 
menced a friendly correspond- 
ence, first with Luther, and af- 
terwards with Calvin and other 
Jeaders among the reformers. 
A persecution, which was 
brought upon them on this ac- 
count, and some religious dis- 
putes which took place among 
themselves, threatened for a 
while the society with ruin ; but 
the disputes were, in 1570, put 
an end to by a synod, which de- 
creed that differences about non- 
essentials should not destroy 
their union ; and the persecu- 
tion ceased in 1575, when the 
United Brethren obtained an 
edict for the public exercise of 
their religion. This toleration 
was renewed in 1609, and liber- 
ty granted them to erect new 
churches. But a_ civil war, 
which, in 1612, broke out in 
Bohemia, and a violent perse- 
cution which followed it in 1621. 
occasioned the dispersion of 
their ministers, and brought 
great distress upon the Breth- 
ren in general. Some of them 
fled to England, others to Sax- 


Unitas Frairum, or Moravians. 








[ Aue. 


ony and Brandenburg ; whilst 
many, overcome by the sever. 
ty of the persecution, conform- 
ed to the rites of the church of 
Rome. One colony of these, 
who retained in purity their 
original principles and practice, 
was, in 1722, conducied by a 
brother, named Christian Da- 
vid, from Fulneck, in Moravia, 
to Upper Lusatia, where they 
put themselves under the pro- 
tection of Nicholas Lewis, 
count of Zinzendorf, and built 
a village on his estate at the foot 
of a hill, called Hutberg, or 
Watch Hill. The count, who, 
soon after their arrival, removed 
from Dresden to his estate in 
the country, shewed every 
mark of kindness to the poor 
emigrants ; but being a zeal- 
ous member of the church es- 
tablished by law, he endeavor- 
ed for some time to prevail upon 
them to unite themselves with 
it, by adopting the Lutheran 
faith and discipline. This they 
declined ; and the count, ona 
more minute enquiry into their 
ancient history and cistinguish- 
ing tenets, not only desisted 
from his first purposes, but be- 
came himself a convert to the 
faith and discipline of the Uni- 
ted Brethren. 

The synod which, in 1570, 
put an end to the disputes which 
then tore the church of the 
Brethren into factions, had con- 
sidered as non-essentials the 
distinguishing tenets of their 
own society, of the Lutherans, 
and of the Calvinists. In con- 
sequence of this, many of the 
reformers of both these sects 
had followed the Brethren to 
Herrnhut, and been received by 
them into communion ; but not 
being enducd with the peaceable 
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spirit of the church which they 
had joined, they started dis- 
putes among themselves, which 
threatened the destruction of 
the whole establishment. By 
the indefatizable exertions of 
eount Zinzendorf these dis- 
putes were allayed ; and statutes 
being, in 1727, drawn up and 
agreed to for the regulation 
both of the internal and of the 
external concerns of the congre- 
gation, brotherly love and un- 
ioh was agevin established ; and 
no schism whatever, in point of 
doctrine, has since that period 
disturbed the church of the 
United Brethren. 

In 1735, the count, who, un- 
der God, had been the instru- 
ment of renewing the Breth- 
ren’s church, was consecrated 
one of their bishops, having the 
year before been examined and 
received into the clerical orders 
by the Theological Faculty of 
Tubingen. Dr. Potter, then 
archbishop of Canterbury, con- 
gratulated him upon this event, 
and promised his assistance toa 
church of confessors, of whom 
he wrote in terms of the highest 
respect, for their having main- 
tained the pure and primitive 
faith and discipline in the midst 
of the most tedious and cruel 
persecutions. That his Grace, 
who had studied the various 
controversies about church gov- 
ernment with uncommon suc- 
cess, admitted the Moravian 
episcopal succession, we know 
from the most unquestionable 
authority ; for he communica- 
ted his sentiments on the sub- 
ject to Dr. Secker, while bishop 
of Oxford. In conformity with 
these sentiments of the arch- 
bishop, we are assured that the 
parliament of Great Britian, af- 
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ler mature investigation, ac- 
knowledged the Unitas L/ratrum 
to be a Protestant episcopal 
church 3 and in 1794 an act was 
certainly passed in their favor. 

This sect. like many others, 
has been shamefully misrepre- 
sented, and things lsid to their 
charge of which they never 
were guilty. It must, however, 
be acknowledged, that some of 
their converts having previously 
imbibed extravagant notions, 
propagated them with zeal 
among their new friends in a 
phraseology extremely repre- 
hensible ; and that count Zin- 
zendorf himself sometimes 
adopted the very improper lan- 
guage of those fanatics, whom 
he wished to reclaim from their 
errors to the soberness of truth ; 
but much of the extravagance 
and absurdity which has been 
attributed to the count is not to 
be charged to him, but to those 
persons, who, writing his e¢x- 
tempore sermons in short hand, 
printed and published them 
without his knowledge or con- 
sent. 

This eminent benefactor to 
the United Brethren died in 
1760, and it is with reason that 
they honor his memory, as ha- 
ving been the instrument by 
which God restored and built up 
their church. But they do not 
regard him as their head, nor 
take his writings, nor the wri- 
tings of any other man, as the 
standard of their doctrines, 
which they profess to derive 
immediately from the Word of 
God. 

It has been already observed, 
that the church of the United 
Brethren is episcopal; but 
though they consider episcopal 
ordination as necessary to qual. 
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ify the servants of the church for 
their respective functions, they 
allow to their bishops no eleva- 
tion of rank or pre-eminent au- 
thority ; their church having 
from its first establishment been 
governed by synods, consisting 
of deputies from all the congre- 
gations, atid by other subordinate 
bodies which they call Conferen- 
ces. The synods, which are gen- 
erally held once in seven year, 
are called together by the elders 
who were in the former synod 
appointed to superintend the 
whole unity. In the first sitting 
a president is chosen, and these 
clders lay down their office ; but 
they do not withdraw from the 
assembly : for they, together 
with all bishops, seniores civiles, 
or lay elders, and those minis- 
ters who have the gencral care 
or inspection of several congre- 
gations in one province, have 
seats in the synod without any 
particular election. The other 
members are, one or more de- 
puties sent by each congrega- 
tion, and such ministers or mis- 
sionaries as are particularly cal- 
Jed to attend. Women, appro- 
ved by the congregations, are 
also admitted as hearers, and 
are called upon to give their ad- 
vice in what relates to the min- 
jsterial labor among their sex ; 
but they have no decisive vote 
in the synod. The votes of all 
the other members are equal. 
In questions of importance, 
or of which the consequences 
cannot be foreseen, neither the 
majority of votes nor the unan- 
imous consent of all present 
can decide ; but recourse is had 
to the Jot. For adopting this 


unusual mode of deciding in 
ecclesiastical affairs, the Breth- 
ren allege as reasons the prac- 
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tices of the ancient Jews and 
the apostles ; the insufficiency 
of the human understanding 
amidst the best and purest in. 
tentions to decide for itself in 
what concerns the administra. 
tion of Christ’s kingdom ; and 
their own confident reliance on 
the comfortable promises that 
the Lord Jesus will approve 
himself the head and ruler of 
his church. The /ot is never 
made use of but after mature 
deliberation and fervent prayer; 
nor is any thing submitted to its 
decision which does not. after 
being thoroughly weigied. ap- 
pear to the assembly elligible in 
itself, 

In every synod the inward 
and outward state of the unity, 
and the concerns of the congre- 
gations and missions, are taken 
into consideration. If crrorsin 
doctrine or deviations in prac- 
tice have crept in, the synod en- 
deavors not only to remove 
them, but, by salutary regula- 
tions, to prevent them for the 
future. It considers how many 
bishops are to be consecrated to 
fill up the vacancies occasioned 
by death ; and every member 
of the synod gives his vote for 
such of the clergy as he thinks 
best qualified. Those who have 
the majority of votes are taken 
into the /ot, and they who are 
approved are consecrated ac- 
cordingly ; but, by consecration, 
they are vested with no super 
ority over their Brethren, since 
it behoves him who is greatest 
to be the servant of all. 

Towards the conclusion of 
every synod a kind of executive 
board jis chosen, and called Zhe 
Elders Conference of the Unity. 
At present it consists of thir- 
teen elders, and is divided into 
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four committees, or depart- 
ments.—1. The Missions de- 
partment, which superintends 
all the concerns of the missions 
into Heathen countries.—2. 
The Helpers department, which 
watches over the purily of doc- 
trine and the moral conduct of 
the different congregations... 
The Servants department, to 
which the economical concerns 
of the Unity are committed.— 
4. The Overseers department, 
of which the business is to see 
that the constitution and disci- 
pline of the Brethren be every 
where maintained. No resolu- 
tion, however, of any of these 
depariments has the smallest 
force till it be laid before the as- 
sembly of the whole Eiders 
Conference, and have the appro- 
bation of that body. The pow- 
ers of the Elders Conference are, 
indeed, very extensive : besides 
the general care which it is 
commissioned by the synods to 
take of all the congregations and 
Missions, it appoints and re- 
moves every servant in the 
Unity. as circumstances may 
require ; authorizes the bishops 
to ordain presbyters or deacons, 
and to consecrate other bishops ; 
and. ina word, though it cannot 
abrogate any of the constitu- 
tions of the synod, or enact new 
ones itself, it is possessed of the 
supreme executive power over 
the whole body of the United 
Brethren. 

Besides this general Confer- 
ence of Elders, which superin- 
tends the affairs of the whole 
Unity, there is another confer- 
ence of elders belonging to each 
congregation, which directs its 
affairs, and to which the bishops 
and all other ministers, as well 
as the Jay members of the con- 
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gregation, are subject. This 
body, which is called the Eldere 
Conference of the Congregation, 
consists, 4. Of the Minister, as 
president, to whom the ordinary 
care of the congregation is com- 
mitted, except when itis very 
numerous, and then the general 
inspection of it is entrusted toa 
separate person, called the Con- 
gregation Helfer —2. OF the 
Warden, whose office it is to su- 
perintend, with the aid of his 
council, all outward concerns of 
the congregation, and to assist 





every individual with his advice.@ 


—3. Of a Married Pair, who 
care particularly for the spiritu- 
al welfare of the married peo- 
ple.—4. Ofa Single Clergyman, 
to whose care the young men 
are more particularly commit- 
ted.—And, 5. Of those Women 
who assist in caring for the spir- 
itual and temporal welfare of 
their own sex, and who in this 
conference have equal votes 
with the men. As the Eiders 
Conference of each Congregation 
is answerable for its proceedings 
tothe Elders Conference of the 
Unity, visitations from the lat- 
ter to the former are held from 
time to time, that the affairs of 
each congregation, and the con- 
duct of its immediate governors 
may be intimately known to the 
supreme executive government 
of the whole church. 

In their opinion, episcopal con- 
secration does not confer any 
power to preside over one or 
more congregations ; anda bish- 
op can discharge no office but 
by the appointment of a synod, 
or of the Elders Conference of 
the Unity. Presbyters among 
them can perform every func- 





tion of the bishop, except ordi- 
nation, Deacons are assistants 
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to the presbyters much in the 
same way as inthe church of 
England ; and in the Brethren’s 
churches. deaconesses sre retain- 
ec for the purpose of privately 
admonishing their own sex, and 
visiting them in their sickness ; 
but though they are solemnly 
blessed to this office, they are 
not permitted to teach in public, 
and far less to administer the 
sacraments. They have like- 
wise seniores civiles, or lay el- 
ders, in contradistinction to spi- 
ritual elders, or bishops, who 
are appointed to watch over the 
constitution and discipline of the 
Unity of the Brethren, over the 


observance of the laws of the) 


country in which congregations 
or missions are established, and 
over the privileges granted to the 
Brethren by the governments 
under which they live. They 
have economies, or choir houses, 
where they live together in com- 
munity : the single men and 
single women, widows and wid- 
owers, apart, each under the su- 
perintendance of elderly persons 
of their own class. In_ these 
houses every person who is able, 
and has not an independent sup- 
port, labors in their own occupa- 
tion, and contributes a stipulated 
sum for their maintenance.— 
Their children are educated 
with peculiar care ; their subjec- 
tion to their superiors and elders 
is singular, and appears particu- 
larly striking in their missions 
and marriages. Inthe former, 
those who have offered them- 
selves on the service, and are 
approved as candidates, wait 
their several calls, referring 
themselves entirely to the decis- 
ion of the lot; and, it is said,never 
hesitate when that hath decided 
the place of their destination. — 
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In marriage, they may only form 
a connexion with those of their 
own communion. The brother 
who marries out of the congre- 
gation is immediately cut off 
from church fellowship. Some- 
times a sister, by express li- 
cence from the Elders Confer. 
ence, is permitted to marry a 
person of approved piety in 
another communion, yet still to 
join in their church ordinances 
as before. A brother may take 
his own choice of a partner in 
the society ; but as all intercourse 
between the different sexes is 
carefully avoided, very few op- 
portunities of forming particu- 
lar attachments are found, and 
they usually rather refer their 
choice to the church than de- 
cide for themselves. And as 
the lot must be cast to sanction 
their union, each receives his 
partner as a Divine appoint- 
ment ; and, however strange 
this method may appear to those 
who consult only their passions 
cr their interest, it is observa- 
ble, that no where fewer unhap- 
py marriages are found than a- 
mong the Brethren. But what 
characterizes the Moravians 
most, and holds them up tothe 
attention of others, is their mis- 
sionary zeal. In this they are 
superior to any other body of 
people in the world. “ Their 
missionaries,” as one observes, 
“are all of them volunteers ; 
for it is an inviolable maxim 
with them to fersuade no man 
to engage in missions. They 
are all of one mind as to the 
doctrines they teach, and seldom 
make an attempt where there 
are not a half a dozen of them 
in the mission. Their zeal is 
calm, steady, persevering. They 
would reform the world, but are 
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careful how they quarrel with 
it. They carry their point by 
address and the insinuations of 
modesty and mildness, which 
commend them to all men, and 
give offence tonone. ‘The hab- 
its of silence, quietness, and de- 
cent reserve, mark their cha- 
racter. If any of their mission- 
aries are carried off by sickness 
or casualty, men of the same 
stamp are ready to supply their 
place.” 

As they stand first on the list 
of those who have engaged in 
missionary exertions, we shall 
here insert a farther account of 
them and their missions, with 
which I have been favored by 
a most respectable clergymen 
of their denomination: “ When 
brethren or sisters find them- 
selves disposed to serve God 
among the Heathen, they com- 
municate their wishes and views 
to the committee appointed by 
the synods of the Brethren to 
superintend the missions in a 
confidential letter. If, on par- 
ticular enquiry into their cir- 
cumstances and connexions, no 
objection is found, they are con- 
sidered as candidates. As to 
mental qualifications, much 
erudition is not required by the 
Brethren. ‘To be well versed in 
the sacred scriptures, and to 
have an experimental knowl- 
edge of the truths they contain, 
is judged indispensably neces- 
sary. And it has been found, 
by experience, that a good un- 
derstanding joined to a friendly 
disposition, and, above all, a 
heart filled with the love of God, 
are the best and the only essen- 
tial qualifications of a missiona- 
ry. Nor are in general the hab- 
its of a student so well calcula- 
‘ed to form his body for a la- 
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borious life as those of a mecha- 
nic. Yet men of learning are 
not excluded, and their gifts 
have been made useful in vari- 
ous ways. When vacancies oc- 
cur, or new missions are to be 
begun, the list of candidates is 
examined ; and those who ap- 
pear suitable are called upon, 
and accept or decline the call 
as they find themselves dis- 
posed.” 

“ The following are the names 
of the settlements of the United 
Brethren in Heathen countries. 

* Begun in 1752, in the Dan- 
ish West Indiaislands, Jn St. 
Thomas ; New Herrnhut, Nis- 
ky. Jn St. Croix ; Friedensberg, 
Friedensthal. Jn St. Jan; Beth- 
any, Emmaus.—In 1733: In 
Greenland ; New Herrnhut, 
Lichtenfels, Lichtenau-——In 
1734: In North America ; Fair- 
field in Upper Canada, Goshen 
on the river Muskingum.—In 
1736: At the Cafe ef Good 
Hope ; Bavians Kloof (renewed 
in 1792)—In 1738 : In South 
America ; among the negro 
slaves at Paramaribo and Som- 
melsdyk ; among the free ne- 
groes at Bambey,on the Sara- 
meca ; among the native In- 
dians at Hope, on the river Co- 
rentyn.—In 1754: In Jamaica ; 
two settlements in St. Eliza- 
beth’s parish —In 1756: In An- 
tigua ; at St. John’s, Grace Hill, 
Grace Bay.-—In. 1760: Near 
Tranquebar, in the East Indies ; 
Brethren’s Garden.—In 1764: 
On the Coast of Labrador ; Nain, 
Okkak, Hopedale.-—In 1765 : 
In Barbadoes ; Sharon, near 
Bridgetown.—In 1765: In the 
Russian fart of Asia ; Sarepta. 
—In 1775: In St. Kitt’s; at 
Basseterre.—-In !789 ; In Toda- 
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go ; Signal Hill (renewed in 
1798). 

“ The Brethren had three 
flourishing settlements on the 
river Muskingum, Salem, Gna- 
denhuetten, and Schoenbrunn, be- 
fore the late American war, du- 
ring which these places were 
destroyed, and the inhabitants 
partly murdered, parily disper- 
sed. The settlement Fairfield, 
in Canada, was made by those of 
the Indian converts, who were 
again collected by the mission- 
aries. In 1798, a colony of 
Christian Indians went from 
thence to take possession of their 
former settlements on the Musk- 
ingum, which have been given 
to them by an act of Congress, 
and built a new town, called 
Goshen. Part of the Indian con- 
gregation will remain at Fuair- 
field, in Canada, as a good seed ; 
our missionaries entertaining 
hopes that the Gospel may yet 
find entrance among the wild 
Chippewaytribe inhabiting those 
parts. 

“The mission among the 
Hottentots at the Cape of Good 
Hope was begun in 1736, by 
George Schmidt, a man of re- 
markable zeal and courage, who 
labored successfully among 
these people, till he had formed 
asmall congregation of believ- 
ers, whom he left to the care of 
a pious man, and went to Eu- 
rope with a view to represent 
the promising state of the mis- 
sion, and to return with assist- 
ants. But, to his inexpressible 
grief and disappointment, he 
was not permitted by the Dutch 
Kast India Company to resume 
his labors ; some ignorant peo- 
ple having insinuated that the 
propagation of Christianity a- 
mong the Hottentots would in- 








[Auc. 


jure the interests of the colony— 
Since that time to the year 1792 


the Brethren did not cease to ° 


make application to the Dutch 
government for leave to send 
missionaries to the Cape, espe- 
cially as they heard that the 
small Hoitentot congregation 
had kept together for some 
time, in earnest expectation of 
the return of their beloved 
teacher. He had taught some 
of them to read, and had left a 
Dutch Bible with them, which 
they used to read together for 
their edification. At length, 
in 1792, by the mercy of God, 
and the kind interference of 
friends in the Dutch govern- 
ment, the opposition of evil- 
minded people was over-ruled, 
and leave granted to send out 
three missionaries, who, on their 
arvival, were willing, at the de- 
sire of the governor, to go first 
to Bavians Kloof, about one 
hundred and sixty English miles 
east from Capetown, and there 
to commence their lubors on the 
spot where George Schmidt 
had resided.— Their instruc- 
tions from the government in 
Holland granted them leave to 
chuse the place of their resi- 
dence, wherever they might find 
it most convenient; but the 
circumstances of the colony at 
that time would not admit of it. 
Since the English have made 
themselves master of that coun- 
try, they have built a new cha- 
pel; and from the favor and 
protection which the Britieh 
government has uniformly 
granted to the Brethren’s mis- 
sions, we have the best hopes 
that they will remain undistur- 
bed and protected in their civil 
and religious liberty. The late 
Dutch government at the Cape 
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deserve also our warmest thanks 
for the kind manner in which 
they received and protected the 
missionaries, promoting the 
views of the mission to the ut- 
most of their power. 

* When the missionaries first 
arrived at Bavians Kloof, in 
1792, it was a barren, uninhab- 
ited place. There are at pres- 
ent [1802] five married mis- 
sionaries residing there, and 
about 1300 Hottentots. 

“ The settlement near Tran- 
quebar, on the coast of Coro- 
mandel, was made in the year 
1760, at the desire of the Dan- 
ish government, chiefly with a 
view to bring the Gospel to the 
inhabitants of the Nicobar isl- 
ands. After a persevering but 
fruitless attempt to form an es- 
tablishment at Nancawery, one 
of the Nicobar islands, for that 
purpose, the whole plan was de- 
feated by the following circum- 


stances: The Danish govern- 


ment, finding the advantage 
gained by their settlement on 
these islands not to answer the 
great expense attending it, with- 
drew their peopie, who had al- 
ready suffered greatly by the 
unwholesomeness of the cli- 
mate ; andthe Brethren resi- 
ding there being left alone, 
and all communication cut off 
between Tranquebar and the 
Nicobar islands, it became ne- 
cessary to purchase a vessel to 
convey provisions and other 
necessaries to the missionaries. 
This was done with great ex- 
pense and hazard for some 
years, when in the American 
war, the vessel was taken by a 
French cruizer, though belong- 
ing to a neutral state. No re- 
dress could be obtained from 
the French, and the Brethren 
Vou. IH. NO. & 
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at Tranquebar were obliged im- 
mediately to procure another 
vessel, lest the missionaries in 
Nancawery should be lefi desti- 
\ute. The enormous expense 
and loss incurred by these 
events, and the sickly state of 
the missionarics, made it ne- 
cessary to recall them; and 
thus not only the mission in 
these islands, but the first aim. 
of the Brethren’s settling in 
the East-Indies, was frustrated. 
Since that time. no success has 
attended the mission near Tran- 
quebar. Some brethren, in- 
deed, went to Serampore and 
Patna, where they resided for a 
time, watching an opportunity 
to serve the cause of God in 
those places ; but various cir- 
cumstances occasioned both 
these settlements to be res 
linquished. By a late resolu- 
tion, txe East India mission will 
be suspended for the present, 
the expenses attending it having 
of late years far exceeded our 
ability. 

“ Surepta, near Czarizin, on 
the Wolga. in Russian Asia, 
was built chiefly with a view to 
bring the Gospel to the Cal- 
muck Tartars, and other Hea- 
then tribes in those vast re- 
gions, among whom an open- 
ing might be found. Hither- 
to no success has attended 
the Brethren’s labors, though 
their exertions have been great 
and persevering, and equal to 
those of any of our missiona- 
ries in other countries. Some 
Brethren even resided for a con- 
siderable time among the Cal- 
mucks, conforming to their 
manner of living in tents, and 
accompanying them wherever 
they moved their camp in the 
Stepfie (immense plains coyer- 
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ed with long grass.) They 
omitted no opportunity of 
preaching unto them Jesus, and 
directing them from their num- 
berless idols and wretched su- 
perstitions, to the only true God, 
and the only way of life and 
happiness ; but though they 
were heard and treated with ci- 
vility, no impression could be 
made upon the hearts of these 
Heathen. At last, the grearest 
part of the Caimucks quitted 
those parts. Meanwhile the 
Brethren were visited by the 
German colonists living on the 
Wolga; and through God’s 
blessing. societies were formed 
and ministers of the Gospel 
provided for most of the colo- 
nies by their instrumentality. 
Thus the mission has answered 
a very beneficial purpose. 

« The most flourishing mis- 
gions at present are those in 
Greenland, Antigua. St. Kitt’s, 
the Danish West India islands. 
and the Cape of Good Hope. 
A new awakening has appeared 
of late among the Arawacks 
and free negroes in South A- 
merica, the Esquimaux on the 
coast of Labrador, and in Bar- 
badoes ; and the latest accounts 
give us the most pleasing hopes 
of success in those parts. In 
Jamaica the progress of the 
missions has been but slow. 
However, of late, some of the 
most considerable planters in 
that island, being convinced of 
the utility of the mission, gen- 
erously undertook to provide for 
the suppert of more missiona- 
ries, and measures have been 
adopted accordingly, to which, 
we humbly trust, the Lord will 
give success in due time. Sev- 
eral attempts to carry the Gos- 
pel into other parts of the earth 
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made by the Brethren have not 
succeeded. In 1735, mission. 
aries were sent to the Lapland. 
ers and Samojedes ; in 1737, 
and again in 1768, to the coast 
of Guinea; in 1738. tothe ne. 
groes in Georgia; in 1739. to 
the slaves in Algiers ; in 1740, 
to Ceylon ; in 1747, to Persia; 
in 1752, to Egypt; of which 
we omit any particular account 
for brevity’s sake. In Upper 
Egypt there was a prospect of 
their being useful among the 
Copts, who were visited for ma- 
ny years. 

“ A society for the further. 
ance of the Gospel among the 
Heathen was instituted by the 
Brethren in London as early as 
the year 1741, for the more ef- 
fectual co-operation with and 
assistance of the said missions 
department, in caring for those 
missionaries who might pass 
through London to their several 
posts. The society was after 
some interruption in their meet- 
ings, renewed in 1766, and took 
the whole charge of the mission 
on the coast of Labrador upon 
themselves ; besides continu- 
ing to assist the other missions 
as much as lay in their power, 
especially those in the British 
dominions. As no regular com- 
munication was kept up with 
the coast of Labrador by gov- 
ernment, a small vessel was em- 
ployed to convey the necessa- 
ries of life to the missionaries 
once a year ; and here we can- 
not help observing, with thanks 
to God, that upwards of twenty 
years have now elapsed, during 
which, by his gracious preserva- 
tion, no disaster has befallen 
the vessel so as to interrupt a 
regular annual communication, 
though the coast is very rocky 
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and full of ice, and the whole 
navigation of the most dange- 
rous kind. 

‘In Amsterdam a similar 
society was established by the 
Brethren in 1746, and renewed 
in 1793, at Zeist, near Utrecht. 
This society took particula: 
charge of the mission at the 
Cape of Good Hope; but the 
late troubles in Holland have 
rendered them unable to lend 
much assistance for the present. 
The Brethren in North Ameri- 
ca esiablished a society for pro- 
pageting the Gospel among the 
Heathen in the year 1787, 
Which was incorporated by the 
State of Pennsylvania, and has 
been very active in assisting the 
missions among the Indians. 
These three societies do all in 
their power to help to support 
the great and accumulated bur- 
thens of the above-mentioned 
missions department, and God 
has laid a blessing upon their 
exertions. But they have no 
power to begin new missions, 
or to send out missionaries, 
which, by the synods of the 
Brethren’s church, is vested 
solely in the Elders Conference 
of the Unity.” 

As to the tenets of the Mora- 
vians, though they acknowledge 
no other standard of truth than 
the sacred scriptures, they ad- 
here to the Augsburg con. 
fession. They profess to 
believe that the kingdom of 
Christ is not confined to any 
particular party, community, or 
church ; and they consider 
themselves, though united in 
one body, or visible church, as 
spiritually joined in the bond of 
Christian love to all who are 
taught of God, and belong ‘io 
the universal church of Christ, 
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however much they may differ 
in forms, which they deem non- 
essentials. 

The Moravians are called 
Herrnhuters, from Herrnhuth, 
the name of the village where 
they were first settled. ‘They 
also go by the name of Unitas 
Fratrum, or United Brethren. 
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Expostulation with sinners in 
Christian lands who are doc- 
trinally ignorant. 


HE prophet, in the name 

of his God, said to the 
ancient church, * What more 
could have been done to my 
vineyard, that I have not done ?” 
Jesus Christ expresses the same 
truth in a still more solemn 
manner in the parable of Dives 
and Lazarus: “If they hear 
not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they hear though 
one come from the dead.” The 
ii:struction of God’s providence 
and word is the greatest it can 
be. There can be no additional 
evidences for the truth, that will 
have any tendency to influence 
men’s minds. If their under- 
standing is not enlightened, if 
their reason is not convinced, if 
their conscience isnot awaken- 
ed by what God hath done ; in- 
creasing the number of means 
will be ofno benefit. Means of 
information are exhausted, and 
‘hey are so complete, that, as 
Wwe conceive, no additional 
weight, or number can be made. 
The truth cannot be set in fair- 
er view. If this was true of 
ancient Israel, if it was true of 
the day when Christ was on 
earth, how much more true of 
us, who have the word of God 
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completed, and all the additional | exist ; they were made accord. 
i) (| | evidence of Providence from | ing to his wisdom, with such 
Ay) | that time to the present ? natures, and destined to such 
I As means of information, we | ends as his predestinating wis. 
ali have the word of God, which | dom saw fit. All things are 
ult most explicitly reveals all that| his property in the highest 
can be of any benefit for us to} sense ; not an angel in heaven, 
know, or that can assist us inj or a creature through the uii- 
honoring bim, or securing our | verse, can with truth cali him. 
own eternal blessedness. self his own. He has told us of 
I do not propose to enter into | his own providence, both gener. 
a dispute, whether the scrip-| al and particular, that he never 
tures are the word of God, but | has, and never will leave his 
only to recapitulate what they | own works for a single moment ; 
tell us, and what information we | they are now in his hand, upheld 
there get to assist in duty and | by bim, and will be so eternally, 
our own salvation. As tothose | Individual men, families, na- 
persons who openly deny the | tions, worlds, a universe. und 
scriptures, or say they are very | eternity with all its events will 
doubtful of the truth, I consider | be in his hands. 
them in a most perilous situa-| In this revelation he has giv- 
tion ; they are in God’s hand, | en a law, that is good and wise, 
they have made their choice,| and completely adapted to all 
and must abide the consequen- | the relations which can subsist 
ces. Eternity will decide the | between creatures, and betwecn 
question between them and us. | them and their Creator. Itisa 
In God’s word he has assured | law for our words, for our ac- 
us of his own eternal and most | tions, and for our thoughts. It 
glorious being, and so many of | informs us how weshould gov- 
the counsels of his infinite wis-| ern ourselves, how we should 
dom as we can comprehend, or} treat men in every condition. 
Wit will assist usin duty and seek-| This law not only directs our 
ath ap ing happiness. In his word he | visible actions, but the whole 
We has described his own character, | frame of our inward exercises, 
H}) and moral nature, and has told | and what our hearts ought to be 
| us every thing concerning him- | on all occasions. It is not pos- 
: self, that our powers of under- | sible, that a man should in any 
standing cancomprehend. That|case propose the question, 
he is most holy and righteous in | What is my duty, what ought I 
| all his actions ; that his whole |to do, and what will be safe? 
\ nature is in the highest manner | to which the revealed law of 
opposed to all immorality, and | God will not give an answer. 
will ever continue to be thus,}| Those who are thoroughly ac- 
and that the use which his infi- | quainted with the holy scrip- 
ai nite wisdom will make of sin is| ‘ures, from their beginning to 
iene | to display more highly his own» | -nd, will not deny this. Many 
it! holiness. In this revelation he | do not know this, being unac- 
Ue declares himself the universa! | quainted with the scriptures, 
Creator of the world, of angel: | nd many do not wish to us¢ 
and men, and of all things that! them for this purpose. 
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In his word he hath informed 
us what sin is, that we are all 
sinners, and how we became 
sinful. Also that sin consists 
in a heart departed from him. 
in love with the world, inordi- 
nately in love with ourselves. 
and in such passions and actions 
as exalt and gratify self, in op- 
position to our holy Maker, 
and to the injury of others. 

In this word he declares him- 
self a merciful being, and pub- 
lishes his designs of grace to 
some of mankind. He has in- 
structed us that sovercign mercy 
may choose its own way of par- 
doning, and wht this way is. 
That it is through the right- 
eousness and merits of Christ, 
and in no other. 

Here he has described the char- 
acter, the works, the obedience, 
the purchase, the intercession, 
the kingly power, and all the 
ofhres of the Redeemer as kine 
im Zion. Here he has told us 
the necessity and nature of ev- 
ery Christian grace, the particu- 
Jar grace, by which we are made 
the people of Christ, the need 
of a divine sanctification by his 
own Spirit, what a heavenly 
temper is, and how we must 
know its exercise, how we 
should act as Christians, what 
duties we have to do for his 
honor, for our own good, and the 
good of mankind. 

Further, This word is a key 
to his providence. The provi- 
dence of God is a very mingled 
scene of mercies and afflictions, 
and needs a divine revelation as 
a key to unlock its mysteries. 
Here we Jearnthe erd of every 
mercy and of every trial ; that 
they are proportioned by infinite 
Wisdom, as the best means of 
reformation and of grace. They 
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all teach us to be good. and obe- 
dient ; and refractory as we are, 
that we still are every day in the 
best school for a state of refor- 
mation. 

In this word of revelation, an 
endless eternity is set before us ; 
and it is done in such a manner 
as none but he who inhabits 
eternity could execute. In eter- 
nity men will be separated, and 
all treated according to their 
previous conduct in a life of 
trial. 

There is to be a day of judg- 
ment for every creature, when 
every action will be weighed in 
the balance of goodness and 
equity. and sentence passed ac- 
cording to the law and gospel. 
It will not be a transaction in 
the dark, but evidence of its 
equity unfolded before the uni- 
verse. God will be justified 
and glorified in his sentence ; 
different states will be appointed 
according to men’s improve- 
ment of their advantages ; bles- 
sedness to the obedient, and 
misery to the disobedient. This 
is an imperfect recapitulation of 
what God’s word informs us, 
and those who will read with 
seriousness may see a God in 
every line, in the manner of ex- 
pression, and in the greatness, 
equity and majesty of the plan. 

All this is confirmed by the 
worksof nature. When we look 
on the heavens, either by day 
or by night; when we behold 
the earth ; when we contem- 
plate the universe of beings as 
they are manifested to our sen- 
ses, do they not carry evidence of 
such a God as is described in 
his word ?—a being independ- 
ent, of infinite power, of awful 
majesty. both great and good ; 
a God of order and regularity, 
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a God providing in the midst of 
his immense work, and acting 
consistently through the whole ? 
What can we conceive the pow- 
ers and the laws of nature to ve, 
but his power and his laws! 
what their order but his order ! 
what their very existence, but 
the action of his agency ! 

Further, The very laws of 
nature, both of body and mind, 
produce happiness and misery, 
exactly to the same characters, 
and to the same actions, as his 
word declares. Is there a sin 
of the body, but what has a 
plague prepared by the laws of 
nature ? Is there a sin of the 
mind, but what, by the very 
Jaws of our being, brings un- 
happiness with it, as his word 
describes ; the unhappiness of 
guilt, of an evil conscience, of 
tormenting passions, and the 
fear of a dreadful God, who will 
at some day rise against us? 
His revealed description of the 
evils that follow sin, perfectly 
corresponds with what we find 
in nature, and by experience ; 
so also do the rewards of reli- 
gion in this world, health and 
peace of body, of mind, of con- 
science, and contentedness of 
the heart. 

All the foregoing truths are 
confirmed by the daily dealings 
ef divine providence. The prov- 
idence of God may be called a 
continued, and second revela- 
tion, in the sight and feeling of 
all men, confirming the first. 
Does not tbe providence of God 
follow immoralities with special 
evils, and doing our duty with 
special benefits ? He blesses, to 
teach us that his nature is good- 
ness and love ; and that there 
is hope for us, though we are 
sinners : he afflicts, to teach us 








with Sinnere. fAus. 
our frailty, the creature’s frail. 
ty, and the demerits of sin. 
When we idolize the Creatures, 
he takes them away; when we 
forget eterni:y, he brings death 
by ourside. The change and 
passing away of the world, con- 
firms to us that the whole scene 
was meant for what his word 
represents; that we are here 
but a moment, this momen: an 
anxious, trying and unsatisfying 
one, and then we are waited inio 
eternity. All the works of 
God’s providence from the be- 
ginning, are a leciure of moral- 
ity and religion. Nature, prov- 
idence and revelation speak to- 
wether 

In addition to all this informa- 
tion, God has appointed the 
best ordinances and institutions 
to warn and assist men in reit- 
gion. He has appointed bis 
Sabbaths to be spent in public 
and private devotion, and in ine 
structing ourselves, and our 
families. The Sabbath was 
meunt to be a kind of heavenly 
sequestration from the world, 
to prepare us fora holy sabba- 
tism of rest. We are also in- 
vited to many other forms of 
worship, social and private, in 
our families. We are enjoined 
the duty of prayer, which is an 
immediate converse of our own 
souls with God and another 
world. We have numerous 
institutions both of instruction 
and piety ; and ordinances for 
communing with God. We 
are taken into covenant as an 
additional bond upon our fickle 
and imperfect hearts. The 
whole divine management 1S 
pointed to the great end of ma- 
king us faithful in his vineyard. 

To what has been written, It 
may perhaps be replicd, Though 
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all this be true, something more 
is necessa'y ; our hearts are un- 
holy, and we cannot change 
thein. We allow the truth, that 
men cannot change their own 
hearts, and need God’s renewing 
and sanctifying power to effect 
the change. But remember that 
God can renew the heart ; re- 
member that the Spirit is pur- 
chased by our blessed Saviour. 
and there is a promise of his 
assistance. I will direct sinners 
to a way in which they may also 
have his Spirit. Is there asinner 
in Christian lands but has such 
common assistance, as makes 
him able, if he pleases. to set 
apart a season of every day for 
solemn reading the holy scrip- 
tures ? Can we not. by common 
assistance, set apart at the con- 
clusion of every day, a portion 
of time to examine how it has 
been spent, whether we have of- 
fended God, or done our duty ? 
Can we not, by common assist- 
ance. pray with our families, and 
converse on the things of reli- 
gion? Can we not enter our 
closet. seven times a dey, as 
David did, and pray to God in 
secret? Can we not. by com- 
mon assistance. go to the sanc- 
tuary of God. and to other pla- 
ces of religion, and into serious 
company, instead of those which 
are only places of amusement 
and temptation ? There is not 
a sinner but what may do all 
this by the common assistance 
which is given unto men: and 
where this is done with a desire 
to go further, or even with seri- 
ousness, God’s Spirit always ac- 
companies; and where this 
Spirit is encouraged, he comes 
in more plentiful measures of 
his awakening, convincing, and 
Anally his sanctifying influen- 
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ces. These advantages every 
sinner has for obtaining hea- 
ven. They are denied to none 
of us. May it not therefore be 
said, as the prophet said to the 
Jews, “ What more could have 
been done to my vineyard, that 
I have not done ;” or, as Christ 
said, “If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one 
come from the dead!’ Until 
we improve common assistances 
in a right manner, let us not 
complain of a want of God’s 
Spirit to do that which men can- 
not do for themselves. This is 
the way pointed out by God to 
obtain life; and such are our 
advantages for salvation. Al- 
though they who are unjust, re- 
main unjust still ; God will be 
glorious both in justice and 
mercy. 


C. L. 


—x: 


The Ascension of Jesus Christ, 
and his Return to judge the 
world. 


T was worthy of infinite wis- 
dom and goodness, to give 

to men the best evidence of 
Christian doctrines, and such 
events in the divine government 
as will conduce to obedience.— 
For this end, the apostles of our 
Lord were appointed as witnesses 
of his life, doctrines, works, re- 
surrection, end ascension to glo- 
ry; also, to testify his return to 
judge the world. At the end of 
forty days after he arose from the 
dead, in which time he often 
appeared and spoke to the apos- 
tles, of the things which per- 
tained to the kingdom of God, 
as he was pronouncing a bles- 
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sing, he was parted from them 
and carried into heaven. until a 
cloud received him from their 
sizht. Atthe moment of this 
grand event, two persons in 
white apparel appeared to the 
apostles, and gave the promise, 
“ This same Jesus which is tak- 
en up from you imo heaven, 
shell so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into hea- 
ven.” This is a scene solemn in 
contemplation, and must have 
been more so in actual vicw, and 
the dignity with which it is de- 
scribed in the sacred scriptures 
is equal tothe event. His as- 

ension was the completing evi- 
dence of his divine mission 
from the Father, and that he 
would prepare mansions in his 
house, for the complete redemp- 
tion of all who trusted in him. 
Wile we believe with reverent 
wonder the ascension of our Re- 
deemer, let us remember that a 
mreater event than this is to be 
seen by us all. Although he is 
gone to the Father, he shall re- 
turn again, and of this return 
we shall all be witnesses. He 
ascended in the presence of a 
few, a sufficient number to be 
Wilnesses of the event ; he 
shall descend in the presence of 
the whole earth, and every eye 
shall see him. He ascended in 
his own glory ; he shall return 
in the glory of the Father. He 
ascended in solitude, and a cloud 
soon received him; he shall 
descend with a shout, and the 
trump of God, accompanied by 
the angels of heaven, and the 
clouds on which he is throned 
shall be of flaming fire. He as- 
cended to intercede, to govern 
the world by his providence and 
Spirit, and to forgive ; he shall 
descend to judge and appoint 
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rewards unto all according to 
their deeds. 

Of this event the word of 
prophecy hath spoken very 
plain, and our faith is built upon 
many express testimonies of 
himself, and of the sacred wri- 
ters. The inference which they 
draw is this “If all these 
things are to be dissolved, if we 
are all in our flesh to see the 
ascending Judge, and have a 
part in that great day, what man- 
ner of persons ought we to be 
in all holy conversation and yod- 
liness, looking for the coming 
of God ?” 

The actions of men appear in 
a very different light, as they 
are viewed in relation to our 
temporal pursuits ; or in con- 
templation of Christ’s return, 
and the last of these views is 
doubtless the most safe and just. 
In reviewing our lives we must 
find many bad affections and 
corrupt wishes ; if we consider 
them only as having relation to 
this world, they will probably 
appear to us small sins, and 
cause but a light burden on our 
consciences ; but view them in 
the light of that day, contem- 
plate them as sins against the 
infinite holiness and goodness of 
God, as a violation of that moral 
obligation which subsists thro’ 
the universe ; contemplate them 
as the grounds on which the di- 
vine judgment is to be passed, 
when Christ divides the good 
from the bad, and thus as having 
a relation to the succeeding pe- 
riods of our being, and they 
must appear to usas very great 
and dangerous sins. When en- 
quiting what may, or what may 
not be lawfully done ; it is cere 
tainly a safe practice to think 
how the action will appear to us 
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in the day of the Lord’s return ; 
or what we shall be able to say 
in our own justification when 
standing in the glorious pre- 
sence. 

Many of those unjust actions, 
into which we now slide easily, 
saying the harm is but small, 
considered in this view, would 
alarm our fears, and conscience 
would freely say, the guilt and 
the danger are great. Those idle 
words,those defamatory remarks 
on others, and those expres- 
sions which savor of profanity, 
for which we scarcely think 
ourselves criminal, when we 
conceive them brought up in the 
light of divine truth, and of a 
present Judge, will assume, in 
our opinion, quite another as- 
pect. If all the daily occurren- 
ces of our lives, of our diver- 
sions, and the employments in 
which we spend our time were 
thus considered; it would imme- 
diately produce a great change 
in our manners ; we should 
pass from levity to solemnity, 
and endeavor (to preserve a con- 
science void of offence. 

Reader, reflect habitually that 
this same Jesus, whose ascen- 
sion in the presence of the apos- 
tles is testified, shallin like man- 
ner come from heaven and call 
thee to his bar. If we can 
bring ourselves to act under the 
impression of this truth, it may 
probably be the means of fitting 
us to see his coming with joy. 

But for what purposes will he 
return? It will be first to judge, 
and secondly to reward us. The 
sacred prophecy of this event 
is most explicit, that all man- 
kind shall be judged, and the 
enquiry extended toevery part 
ofthe human character, Every 
ene shall give an account of 
Vor. II. NO. 8, 


The Ascensionand Return of Christ. 297 


himself to God ;_ there shall be 
a resurrection of the dead both 
ef the just and the unjust ; God 
shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret 
thing whether it be good or 
whether it be evil, and shall 
judge the secrets of men by him 
whom he hath appointed.— 
There is no action, no word so 
small as to be unnoticed. Of ev- 
ery idle word that men speak, 
they shall give an account in the 
day of judgment. 

If there is any credit to be 
given to the whole matter, if 
there be at all a second coming 
of Christ, and a day of judg- 
ment, there is no reason why 
we should not also believe these 
descriptions of the enquiry and 
manifestationsof all the thoughts, 
words and actions of men.— 
There cannot be more express 
declarations than those which 
we find, not in figurative but in 
plain language, that every idle 
word shall be brought into judg- 
ment, and that the secrets of 
men shall be judged. 

Are the purposes of our 
hearts to be unfolded? How 
many motives, how many de- 
sires how many evil affections 
are there, which prudence for- 
bids us to reveal to the nearest 
friend ? how ofien should we be 
ashamed of ourselves in the pre- 
sence of men, weak and degen- 
erate as they are, if they could 
know us as we know ourselves ? 
But God knows, and that which 
ic knows he will judge. 

If any think that this descripe 
tion carries the matter too far, 
tne writer wishes no other apol- 
ogy but this, that it is thus said 
inthe word of God. Let those 
who disbelieve read, and see if 





they can find any otherconstruc- 
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tion for the plain testimonies of 
the scripture which have been 
recited. If we reaiized this 
how careful should we be to 
keep our hearts with diligence ; 
for we do not even think merely 
for the present moment and for 
ourselves ; but for another world, 
and for the honor of the Judge, 
when he comes to be glorified 
in his general government. 
Ilow many covered scenes of 
sin, not conjectured by the world, 
or at most suspected without 
proof, will then unfold them- 
selves? how many whonow feel 
secure in the ignorance of other 
minds, ought to tremble for 


their reputation in the day of 


the Lord. when bidden things 
shall be brought to light ? 


Further. There is a ground of 


revson as wellas revelation,which 


makes this general disclosure of 


the human character necessary. 
"That will be as much the day of 
God’s glory, as of our reward. 
It is the day in which he wili 
pive the fullest proof that his 
prescnt government of the world 
is just and merciful, and that al! 
the dispensations of his provi- 
dence were appointed in the 
highest wisdom. Many of those 
dispensations, which now tukc 
place. are doubtless predicated 
upon such parts of eur charac- 
ter as are secret from mankind ; 
upon our affections, our desires 
and actions which are out of 
sight. Itseems necessery tha 
these things should be known 
for the glory of the suprem 

governor, that it may appear the 
appointments of his providence 
and grace have been worthy of 
an all perfect God ; the disploy 
of these perfections will be an 
act of justice to the divine char- 
acter, andthe sight of this glo- 
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ry will be the happiness of his 
creatures, 


Christ will return to reward 
us. If there be a truth which 
we ought to feel interesting to 
us, it is this, that our future 
condition will be determined 
by our present character. If 
our reward be a happy one, it 
will be proportioned to our pre- 
sent degree of holiness and 
good works ; and if of unhap- 
piness, according to our sin, 
In Christ’s own description of 
the transactions and events of 
that great day, which is the 
most particular in all the scrip- 
tures,the approbationoftheJudge 
is predicated upon the obedience 
and good works of his people, 
and his disapprobation of the 
wicked upon their want o! that 
obedience and good works. 
The Son of man shall come in 
his glory, with his angels, and 
then he shall reward every man 
according to his works. We 
must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things done 
in the body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be 
good or whether it be bad. “I 
saw,” says John, “ the dead, 
small and great, stand before 
God, and the dead were judged 
out of those things, which were 
written in the books, according 
to their works.” 

By works in these passages 
we are to understand, both the 
condition of the heart and the 
visible actions which proceed 
from it. ‘There are innumera- 
ble: concurrent testimonies in 
the holy scriptures. It isa truth 
agreeable to the whole tenor of 
revelation. If we believe any 
thing of this event, with the evi- 
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dence that our state will depend 
on what we now be and do, it, 
is strange that we are not more | 
carcful in self- “government, in , 
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ing very merciful to forgive 
through Jesus Christ, they 
| may spesk much of faith and 
/of a Saviour’s righteousness, 


ebeying God, andin acquiring | and at the same time live bad 
ard exercising a Christian tem- | lives ; but this is a most licen- 


per and practice. 


tious use. of the gospel of free 


Doubtless it is through the | grace, and represents God as 


merits and righteousness of ay 
Saviour that God forgives our | 
sins. It is free grace which | 


| being very good, that men may 
| be very bad ; as introducing a 
gospel of glorious grace, that 


gives the Spirit in our sanctifi- | they may transgress a law of 


cation, and grace can never be | 
too much adored. The most | 
holy, and those who come to 


praise the free grace of God ; 


and the more holy they are, the | 


more they will praise this grace, 
and the more sensible they will 
be that salvation 1s through and 
by faith in Jesus Christ. 

There is no contradiction be- 
tween faith and good works. In 
the Christian salvation they are 
equally necessary, and a true 
faith always produces personal 
holiness and good works. It is 
by our faith, or velixnce on divine 
mercy through Jesus Christ, 
that we are justified or accept- 
ed by God ; but it is by our 
holy hearts, and holy lives, that 
our faith is justified, or shown to 
be sincere. One of the errors 
into which professing Christians 
are very apt to fall, is a general 
reliance upon divine mercy, of 
such a nature as does not sancti- 
fy andcleanse them. Itisno hon- 
or to God to rely on his mercy, 
and call him a gracious God, 
without endeavoring to resem- 
ble him ; and it is not a sincere 
reliance on the righteousness of 
Jesus Christ, which does not 
endeavor to be righteous, to be 
pure, and to be holy as he was. 
Sinners may make themselves 
secure, on the idea of God’s be- 





| perfect reason and righteous- 
ness. Christian faith and holi- 


/ness are united by God, and 
glory, will always be ready to | 


never can be separated by men; 
they are represented as bes 
ing equally necessary for salva- 
tion, and are in the nature of 
things connected. Therefore 
we have every inducement to 
watch and pray, to strive for 
redemption, to keep the heart 
with all diligence, to be just 
and temperate, and to live in all 
things soberly and godly. Nei- 
ther reason nor scripture, nei- 
ther the nature of God, nor the 
nature of things, neither law 
nor gospel warrants us to hope 
in this world, any further than 
we dothus. When we come 
into the other world, it will not 
do to say, Lord, Lord, we have 
prophesied in thy name, we had 
a strong faith in thy sovereign 
goodness and inthe merits of a 
Saviour ; for we must also have 
good works.to prove that our 
faiih was genuine ; we must 
have Christian holiness in heart 
and life, or obedience to all the 
laws of Christ to prove that we 
trusted in him.—Itis on these 
general principles that Christ 
will come a second time to re- 
ward mankind, and that eve 

eye Shallsee him. The faithful 
and obedient shall have a reward 
of glory proportioned to their 
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progress in the holy and good 
jife, for there doubtless will be 
degreesin glory. The ungodly 
and the sensual, and those who 
have lived only for time, with 
its fashions and lusts, its useless 
amusements and perishing in- 
terests, shall meet the disap- 
probation of their Judge. and too 
tate lament a misspent life. 
VERITAS. 


eet = 
The appointed Weeks of Harvest. 


HOUGH menare unmind- 

ful of God, yet he is not 
unmindful of them ; and though 
men disregard the operations of 
his hand, yet he regards the 
operations of their hearts. He 
keeps his eye fixed upon them, 
to discover their views and feel- 
ings under his smiles as well as 
under his frowns; and when 
they appear to be insensible of 
either, he views their stupidity 
with peculiar displeasure. His 
people of old were very prone 
to disregard the displays of him- 
self in his providence ; and of 
this he complains in the holy 
scriptures. ‘* Hear now this, 
O foolish people, and without 
understanding ; which have ears, 
and hear not; which have eyes, 
and see not: Fear ye not me? 
saith the Lord : will ye not trem- 
ble at my presence which have 
placed the sand for the bound of 
the sea, by a perpetual decree, 
that it cannot pass ; and though 
the waves thereof toss them- 
selves, yet they cannot prevail ; 
though they roar, yet they can- 
not pass over it ? But this peo- 
ple hath a revolting, and a re- 
bellious heart ; they are revolted 


‘gnd gone. Neither say they in 
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their hearts, let us now fear the 
Lord our God, that giveth rain, 
both the former and latter rain, 
in his season, he hath reserved 
unto us the appointed weeks of 
the harvest.” Here God claims 
to be the governor of the natur- 
al world, and blames his ancient 
people for not discovering the 
hand of his providence in the 
regular succession of the sea- 
sons; which give a peculiar 
display of his being and per- 
fections. And he ascribes their 
disregard to him, not to the 
want of a capacity, but to their 
want of disposition to see and 
acknowledge his glory. 

Hence we may justly con- 
clude, that God is highly dis- 
pleased with those, who disre- 
gard the displays of himself, in 
bringing about the appointed 
weeks of harvest. It is propo- 
sed, 

I. To show that God does 
bring about the weeks of har- 
vest according to appointment. 

II. To show that he gives 
peculiar displays of himself in 
bringing about this event. 

IlI. To show that it is highe 
ly displeasing to God to disre- 
gard such displays of himself. 

J. Let us consider, that God 
brings about the season of har- 
vest according to appointment. 
It requires the same hand to 
govern the world which brought 
it into existence. The earth 
is hung upon nothing but the 
Almighty hand of God. He 
never has, and never could give 
it an independent existence. 
He upholds and governs it by a 
constant exertion of his power. 
Should he withdraw his al- 
mighty -energy a moment, it 
would instantly cease to exist ; 
or should he cease to move it, 
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all motion would immediately 
cease, and every thing become 
torpid and inactive. Hence it 
is demonstrably certain, that 
God governs the sun, moon 
and stars, and all the material 
creation. He causes the sun to 
rise and set, the clouds to gath- 
er, and distil in dews, in show- 
ers, and rains, and the seasons 
to follow each other in a regular 
succession. This regular suc- 
cession of the seasons is neces- 
sary in order to bring about the 
weeks of harvest. All the sea- 
sons of the year have their in- 
fluence in producing ‘hose fruits, 
which are gathered in harvest. 
The mild beams of the sun, 
and the gentle showers of au- 
tumn, the cold and frost and 
snow of winter, the genial 
warmth of the spring, and the 
fervid heat of the summer, are 
all necessary to bring the prin- 
cipal grain of harvest to ma- 
turity. So that God governs 
all the seasons of the year in 
reference to the harvest, which 
crowns the whole. And now it 
is easy to see, that the regular 
succession of the seasons must 
be owing to a divine appoint- 
ment. When we see any of 
our fellow men act in a uniform, 
regular manner, from time to 
time, we naturally infer, that 
their regularity is owing toa 
previous fixt design. And we 
naturally expect, they will con- 
tinue the same mode of conduct, 
unless they are by some means 
or other deterred from their 
purpose. Just so, we havea 
right to conclude, that God 
brings about the season of har- 
Vest, according to a previous 
fixt design in his own mind 
He has, so far as we know, for 
nearly six thousand years, 
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brought about this important 
season, without failing in a sin- 
gle instance. Though he has 
varied, with respect to the plen- 
ty or varicty of fruits, yet he 
has never varied with respect to 
the annual succession of the 
seasons. And now we as natural- 
ly expect the continuance of har- 
vest from year to year, as we 
do the rising and setting of the 
sun from day today. But we 
are not left to the bare light of 
reason, with respect to this 
subject. God himself has told 
us, that he hath appointed the 
weeks of harvest, and will nev- 
er fail to act agreeably to his ap- 
pointment. “ While the earth 
remaineth, seed-i\ime and har- 
vest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day 
and night, shall not cease.” 
We proceed, 

II. Toshow, that God gives 
peculiar displays of himself in 
thus bringing about the season 
of harvest. And, 

1. Hehereby gives an incontes- 
tible evidence of his being to all 
mankind. It is impossible to 
account forthe regular succes- 
sion of the seasons, and the an- 
nual return of harvest, without 
acknowledging the existence of 
some self-existent, independent, 
and intelligent being. No cau- 
ses can produce regular effects, 
unless they are under the guid- 
ance of some wise and intelli- 
gent agent. Admitting the 
world were eternal, and all mat- 
ter self-existent, still we could 
not account for regular motion 
and action, without a wise and 
powerful being to arrange, di- 
rect and move all material bo- 
dies. What God does, there- 
fure, in causing the sun to rise, 
the rain to fall, the seas to ebb 
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and flow, the seeds to spring 
up, the grass to grow, and the 
grain to ripen in harvest, demon- 
strates that there is some invis- 
ible, wise and powerful agent, 
who orders and directs all these 
things. The apostle, therefore, 
argues the existence of God 
from his governing the seasons, 
and charges idolaters with crim- 
inality for not seeing this evi- 
dence. When they were about 
to offer sacrifices to him and 
Barnabas, they cried out, * Sirs, 
why do ye these things? we 
also are men of like passions 
with you, and preach unto you, 
that ye should turn from these 
yanilies unto the living God, 
which made heaven and earth, 
and the sea, end all thingsthat are 
therein: whe in times past suf- 
fered all nations to walk in their 
own ways. Nevertheless he 
left not himself without a wit- 
hess in that he did good and 
gave us rain from heaven and 
fruitful seasons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladness.” 
his argument silenced the 
Gentiles, and diverted them 
from their idolatrous purpose. 
And the Jews in Jeremiah’s day 
acknowledged before God this 
evidence of his divine existence 
and superiority toall false gous. 
“ Are there any among the van- 
ties of the Gentiles that can 
cause rain? or can the clouds 
give showers ? art not thou he, 
© Lord our God? therefore we 
will wait upon thee: for thou 
hast made all things.” God 
discovers his existence in every 
spire of grass, in every kernel 
of grain, and in every tree, and 
plant, and fruit that grows, as 
clearly as he does in the heav- 
en and the earth. The regu- 
far succession of harvest gives 





as clear an evidence of the di- 
vine existence, as the angels 
saw, when the world was made, 
Tiey saw nothing but the effect 
of divine power and operation ; 
and we may see the same every 
day, and especizlly in every 
season of the year. 

2. God not only. discovers 
his existence, but also displays 
is perfections, in governing 
the seasons in reference to har- 
vest. In order to bring about 
this beautiful and jayful season, 
he must govern the heat, the 
cold, the air, the winds, the 
clouds, the showers, the rains 
and the dews. And in ordering 
these, he acts like an absolute 
sovereign, without the least con- 
trol from the inhabitants of the 
earth. He has reserved the 
times atid seasons altogether in 
his own power. There is noth- 
ing more out of the reach of 
mankind than the seasons of the 
year, and the productions of the 
earth. - These are constantly 
and absolutely dependent upon 
God, who governs thc m accor- 
ding to his own laws and ap- 
pointment. He determines 
when each season of the year 
shall begin, and bow it shall begin, 
whether favorably or unfavor- 
ubly to the various soils, and 
productions of the earth. He 
determines whether there shall 
be extreme heat or extreme 
cold, or a more mild and mod- 
erate temperature of the aif, 
and whether seed-time and har- 
vest shall be extremely wet or 
extremely dry, or whether both 
shall be such as to produce a 
plenty or scarceness of food for 
man and beast. And as he de- 
termines so it must be; for 
none but he can govern the ele- 
ments, and guide the winds, and 
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clouds, and cause the grass and 
grain to grow, and flourish and 
come to maturity. We can 
neither stand before his heat. 
nor hiscold; we can neither 
raise a cloud, nor direct its 
course, nor cause it to distil in 
gentle showerson one place or 
another. We can only stand 
and see the sovereignty of God 
in causing it to rain or not to 
rain ; to cause the sun to shine 
or not to shine ; and to cause 
the fruits of the earth to flourish, 
orto wither and perish. Thus 
God every day and every season, 
gives us a clear and often a ve- 
ry sensible manifestation of his 
sovereignty ; and teaches us, 
that our lives, and health. and 
all our temporal interests and 
concerns are entirely at his dis- 
posal. Again, he reads us an 
instructive lesson, upon his wis- 
dom. in the regulation of the 
seasons and productions of the 
earth. . He discovers his wis- 
dom in dividing the year into 
four such various and beautiful 
seasons. 
sons we find are necessary to 
the production of a vast variety 
of the fruits of the earth. 
Some could not be produced 
without the united influences 
of all the seasons of the year. 
Such in particular are all the 
most important fruits of harvest. 
Some cunnot be produced with- 
out a winter, some without a 
spring, and some withort a 
summer, and some without an 
autumn, Ten thousand things 
useful for food and raiment, and 
medicine, are produced by this 
variety of the seasons, which 
could not be produced without 
it. The wisdom of Ged shines 
in ordering the seasons so. that 
Msome parts of the world, 


These different sea-. 
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there should be constant heat, in 
others constant cold, in others a 
constant variation of heat and 
cold. In allthese different pla- 
ces different things are produs 
ced ; so that the world is vastly 
enriched with good things, by 
nieans of winter and summer, 
seed-time and harvest, cold and 
heat. And as these various 
seasons render the earth capas 
ble of yielding ten thousand dif- 
ferent trees, and fruits, and 
flowers and more substantial ar 
ticles ; so they give God an op- 
portunity to display his manifold 
wisdom inthe work of vegeta- 
tion. When we look at the va- 
riety and uwuniformity in the 
leaves of the trees, and flowers 
of the field, and in ten thousand 
vegetables which spring out of 
the earth, we are naturally 
struck with the incomprehensi- 
ble wisdom of that Being, who 
could give them such variety, 
beauty and vegetative life. The 
construction of a plant, or a 
flower, or aspire of grass, or 
a blade of wheat, infinitely sur- 
passes the art of man, znd Cis- 
plays a wisdom of contrivance, 
which no human understanding 
can comprehend. How mani- 
fold are the works of God, in 
wisdom has he made them all. 
And all this wisdom shines with 
peculiar beauty and lustre in the 
time of harvest, when the earth 
puts on all her beautiful gar- 
ments. 

In this season of the year 
likewise, God displays his good- 
ness to all the world. He opens 
his hand, and satisfies the de- 
sires of every. living thing. 
The fowls of the air, the beasts 
of the field, and the meanest 
creatures of the earth, find eve- 
ry thing they want, and feast 


































































































-_— 











304 


upon the bounties of providence, 
and fill the air with raptures of 
} The earth appears to be 
full of the goodness of the 
Lord, and every creature seems 
to feel and rejoice in the happy 
influence of it. But it is the 
prerogative of mankind to trace 
all these streams of goodness to 
their fountain, and discover the 
hand and heart of God, in all 
these acts of kindness and ben- 
eficence. While God is pour- 
ing into their bosoms all the 
blessings of harvest, he gives 
them the strongest expressions 
of his boundless benevolence 
and tender mercies which are 
over all his works. Yea, all his 
goodness to the animal creation, 
is designed to display his good- 
Ness to the humun race, for 
whose benefit they were made, 
and are preserved from age to 
age. Man was originally made 
lord. of the lower creation ; and 
though he has forfeited the 
world, yet God hath not taken i: 
from him, but continues him in 
the possession of it. Hence, 
says the psalmist, “ The heav- 
ens, even the heavens, are the 
Lord’s : but the earth hath he 
(ig given to the children of men.” 
In harvest, therefore, when the 
| earth is pouring forth its riches 
' | in the largest profusion, God 
gives a striking display of his 
care and kindness to the chii- 
dren of men, in forming, pre- 
serving, and governing the 
whole world for their benefit. 
We may further observe. that 
God displays not only his sove- 
reignty, his wisdom and good- 
ness, but also his faithfulness in 
governing the seasons, and 
bringing about the appointed 
weeks of harvest. God divided 
Ume inte days and nights, sea- 
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sons anc years, from the begin- 
ning of the world. And he 
promised several thousand years 
ago, that summer and winter, 
seed-time and harvest, should 
not cease, while the earth re- 
mains. And according to these 
appointments and promises he 
has uniformly acted, ever since 
they were made. Every seed- 
time and harvest, therefore, ex- 
hibits an increasing evidence of 
God’s faithfulness to his word, 
and of his immutability in car- 
rying into effect his purpose of 
governing the seasons to the 
end of time. And this faithful- 
ness serves to confirm the im- 
mutability of all his other pur- 
poses, respecting the moral 
state of the world, and the final 
condition of mankind. Hence 
our Saviour in the parable of 
the tares, makes use of harvest 
as a lively emblem of divine 
conduct in preparing the moral 
world for the day of judgment, 
and for their future and eternal 
state. The natural world was 
made for the moral, and times 
and seasons were appointed for 
the great purpose of forming 
the characters of men and pre- 
paring them for the scenes of 
eternity. Hence the regular 
succession of day and night, 
winter and summer, seed-time 
and harvest, isa continual de- 
monstration of God’s carrying 
into execution his eternal pur- 
poses respecting the happiness 
and misery of mankind to all 
eternity By this he shews that 
he is not slack concerning his 
promises. as men count slack- 
ness, but that he is preparing all 
‘hings as fast as possible for the 
day of judgment, and final con- 
summation of all things. 
Now it remains to show, 
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II. That God is highly dis- 


pleased with those who disre- 
gard all these displiys of his 
being and perfections, in gov- 
erning the seasons in reference 
to harvest. He has certainly 
much reason tobe displeased 
with those who do not say in 
their hearts, * Let us now fear 
the Lord our God, who gives 
us the former and latter rain, 
who brings the fruits of the 
earth to maturity, and who re- 
serves tous the joyful weeks of 
harvest, according to his prom- 
ise and appointment. For, 

1. This disregard to the be- 
ing and perfections of God, in 
the time of harvest, munifests 
great stupidity. God gave man- 
kind their eyes, . nd ears, and all 
their bodily senses and mental 
powers, for the great purpose of 
seeing. admiring and adoring 
the perfections of his nature, 
dispiayed in his works and prov- 
idence. It must argue there- 
fore great stujidity in such ra- 
tional creatures, to overlook the 
hand and heart of God, in pour- 
ing down the blessings of his 
goodness, wisdom, faithfulness 
and sovereignty God com- 
plains of the stupidity of such 
as disregard the displays of his 
glory, because they had eyes, 
and ears, anda capacily to dis- 
cern and acknowledge his being 
and perfections, if they had not 
been stupid and foolish. And 
he represents such stupidity as 
far more absurd and degrading. 
than the stupidity of the animal 
creation. ‘* Hear, O heavens, 
and give ear, O earth: For the 
Lord hath spoken: I have nour- 
ished and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled against 
me. The ox knoweth iis owner. 
and the ass his master’s crib: 

Vou. LI. No. 8. 
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but Israel doth not know, my 
ncople doth not consider.” And 
‘0d says by Jeremiah, “ The 
> ork in the heaven knoweth her 
ppointed times, and the turtle, 
widthe crane, and the swallow, 
observe the time of their com- 
ing ; but my people know not 
the judgment of the Lord,” 
the smiles and frowns of his 
providence. Such stupidity, in 
a time of harvest, when all na- 
ture is displaying the goodness 
and wisdom, the sovereignty 
and faitntulness of God, must 
be highly displeasing to their 
Creator, Preserver, and bounti- 
ful Benefactor. 

2. God is highly displeased 
with those who are stupid in 
the time of harvest, because he 
knows their stupidity arises 
from the corruption of their 
hearts. He says by Jeremiah, 
* Neither say they in their 
hearts, Let us now fear the 
Lord our God, who giveth us 
the former and the latter rain, 
ind reserveth untous the ap- 
pointed weeks of the harvest.” 
Phe stupidity of mankind, in re- 
yard to God. is always owing to 
their love and attention to other 
objects. Itis because men love 
the world and things of the 
world, that they forget and for- 
sake God, the great Creator and 
benefactor of the world. They 
wander and love to wander from 
God, because they love the 
creature more than the Creator, 
and his gifts more than the giv- 
er. This is acting a most undu- 
tiful, disobedient and ungrateful 
part. They are under every 
tender tie, to love and adore 
their Creator and Benefactor, 
ind by overlooking his hand and 
heart, and disregarding the rich 
displays of himself, they high- 
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ly provoke: his displeasure, and 
justly deserve to be deprived of 
all good. 

This leads us to observe, 

3. That by disregarding the 
being and perfections of God, 
while he is pouring upon them 
the blessings of harvest, they 
are disregarding their own good, 
and exposing themselves to 
everlasiing ruin. By abusing 
God. they abuse all the blessings 
he gives them ; and by abusing 
these, they abuse themselves. 
and treasure up to themselves 
wrath against the day of wrath, 
and the revelation of the right- 
eous judgement of God. Sru- 
pidity and ingratitude under 
divine favors, are extremely 
criminal, and serve above all 
things to ripen men for a speedy 
and aggravated condemnation. 
Tiis is highly displeasing to 
God. who is not willing that any 
should perish, but that they 
know, and acknowledge, and 
Jove, and serve, and enjoy him 
fur ever. 

The language of his word 
and providence is, “ Turn ye, 
turn ye, for why will ye die ? 
A> 1 live, saith the Lord God, 
T have no pleasure in the death 
ol him that dicth, therefore. 
turn yourselves and live ye.” 
To disregard this, is the heignt 
of guilt, folly, and presumption, 
and leads to endless ruin and 
sorrow. Let no one then even 
disregard the scurce of all their 
enjoyments. Let all behold. 
adore and glorify the great and 
blessed God, who so fuliv and 
clearly manifests his existence 
and perlections, “in reserving 
wnio us the appointed weeks of 


AND. 
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Letter from Honestus. 


Mr. Epiror, 


IN the sixteenth chapter of 
John, the words of Christ to his 
disciples are thus written, * Ne- 
vertheless, I tell you the truth ; 
it is expedient for you that I go 
away : for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto 
you ; butif I depart I will send 
him unto you.” Was not the 
Holy Spirit meant by the Com- 
forter ? Was he not the agent 
of sanctification in every age of 
the church ? Had not the dis- 
ciples been the subjects of his 
influence previous to this time? 
Whence then the propriety of 
saying, “ If I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unte 
you.” 

HONESTUS. 


Answer to the Enquiry of Ho- 
nesius. The Office of the Com- 
Sorter. 


BY the Comforter was un- 
questionably meant the Holy 
Spirit, or Holy Ghost, a divine 
person of the Trinity, and equal- 
ly with Christ the Son, an agent 
in creation, in the government 
of the world, and in the salvation 
of sinners. He had been the 
special agent of sanctification in 
all who believed from Adam to 
Christ’s time. The disciples 
had been the subjects of his gra- 
cious influence, and so must be 
every one who shall inherit the 
kingdom of heaven ; still, the 
promise of Christ was properly 
addressed to his disciples. 

The divine Spirit is the agent 
both of instruction and sancti- 
fication, ‘Through his aid Abra- 
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ham saw the day of Christ and 
rejoiced ; Moses gave the law ; 
the sweet singer of Israel sang, 
the prophets pronounced the 
promises and the threatenings 
of God ; and even Christ him- 
self, considered as a man, cast 
out devils and taught the doc- 
trines of the kingdom. 


The Spirit or Holy Ghost in- 
structs through instruments, and 
acts by means. In the life of 
the man Christ Jesus, he was a 
principal instrument of teaching 
men in the doctrines of the king- 
dom of God. When he ascen- 
ded, the Spirit as the prime 
agent of instruction did not cease 
to act ; but only the mode and 
secondary agents of communi- 
cation were changed. 


While Jesus Christ was on 
earth with his disciples, he 
taught them what the truth was ; 
instructed them in the true doc. 
trines of religion and their duty ; 
and the Spirit spake to them 
through his mouth, and wrought 
miracles by his hand. They la- 
mented his departure as the loss 
of their oracle ; but he tells 
them, that when he was gone 
the mighty power of God the 
Spirit should act by and upon 
them, as in their sight, he 
had acted through him. They 
should not need his tongue to 
instruct and comfort them or 
the church, but be taught im- 
mediately of God the Holy Ghost, 
“ He shall take of mine and shew 
unto you ; andasI and the Fa- 
ther are one, have one glory and 
one interest, it is also true, that 
he shall take of God’s truth 
and shew unto you.” 


Although these remarks are 
2 primary answer to the En- 
quirer, some other things are 
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necessary to be said to place the 
truth in a proper point of view. 


There was doubtless a special 
fulfilment of this promise to 
the apostles, and some of the 
first instruments in the Chris- 
tian church, which ought not to 
be expected in these latter days. 
The scriptures were not then 
completed. The doctrines and 
duties of the gospel could not 
be fully explained until after 
the death, resurrection. and as- 
cension of the Son of God. The 
foundation must be completely 
laid, before the visible Christian 
superstructure could be finish- 
ed. Christ, therefore, had said, 
“ T have many things to say un- 
to you, but ye cannot bear them 
now.” Itis not the most fit time 
to instruct you; and many of 
those things he never did say 
with his own lips. He left them 
to be revealed by his Spirit, who 
took of his Father’s and shewed 
unto them, and to others, who 
were the appointed instruments 
of completing the Revelation of 
God. In these scriptures we 
have a standing testimony of all 
the truths, of the whole scheme 
of doctrine, the whole circle of 
duty, and every thing that wasne- 
cessary for the perfection of his 
church in gospel holiness and 
order. Until this was done, we 
must suppose there was an ex- 
traordinary agency of the Spirit 
of God, which then ceased. 


At that time new truths were 
communicated, old ones were 
explained, and new promises 
and threatenings were given ; 
since that period, we have no 
right to suppose there has been 
any communication of new 
truths, unless we give that name 
to the confirmation by the prov- 
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idence of God in the govern- 
ment of mankind, of what was 
before known. 

But though that extraordinary 
influence of the Spirit has now 
ceased, his operation on the 
mind is necessary for our salva- 
tion. There will be a fulfil- 
ment of the promise, * he shall 
tuke of mine and shew unto 
you,” unto every one who hasa 
just knowledge of the truth ; 
he will continue to the end to 
glorify Christ, by teaching sin- 
ners that they need him, that 
he is the only Saviour, and by 
convincing them of the reality 
and serious nature of the truth, 
and by making them obedient 
in faith and love. 

There is an actual influence 
of the Holy Ghost in the first 
production of serious enquiry, 
an! in teaching men the great 
and solemn truths of the divine 
lav. ‘The revelation of divine 
truth will not make us attend, or 
feel that every command and 
threatening of God relates to 
ourselves and to our state here- 
after. There will be a deep se- 
curity until the Spirit of God 
awakens ; the things of sense 
wiil overpower our evidence of 
the spiritual world; we shail 
read the divine law insensible 
of its meaning, and without an 
application to ourselves, and 
conscience will be secure in 
transgressing. This is actually 
the case with all who are secure 
in sin. As a matter of form, 
they will own themselves sin- 
ners, but feel it not,—feel not 
the guilt nor the certainty that 
the Lord is displeased, nor the 
danger that he will punish — 
No reasoning will convince them, 
because men cannot touch the 
heart and conscience. Itis one of 








Honestus. { Ave. 


the qualities of unholiness, that 
it darkens the mind and hides 
the transgressor’s own iniquity 
and danger from himself This 
accoums for all the security of 
mankind, though death ap- 
proaches, and eternity is near 
them, means will do nothing, 
warnings will be of no avail, un- 
lilthe divine agent, the Spirit 
himself, takes hold of the con- 
science. 

Although we have the truth 
of God and the words of Christ 
on record, without a blessing, 
they are a lifeless letter. The 
Holy Ghost must take these 
truths of Christ and show them 
to the mind.—which will be an 
effectual manifestation. Ii isa 
discovery which will do more in 
a moment, than all the means of 
instruction, without a = special 
blessing, can do for ever. 

What does the Holy Ghost 
discover to the mind of a sin- 
ner? He first shows him the 
law, and then himself, his life, 
and heart. He shows him his 
relations to a holy God, which 
he had heard a thousand times, 
without troubling himself 
whether they had a meaning or 
not. He now sees they have a 
meaning very uncomfortable to 
every transgressor. Ile shews 
him the strictness, the spiritu- 
ality, and the certainty of the 
commandment, makes him sen- 
sible of his own sin, not merely 
a few actual sins, but a heart 
full of iniquity, a heart under 
the sentence of the whole law, 
a conscience when awakened 
that cannot come to God by rea- 
son of guilt. He shows him 
that he is condemned in right- 
eousness, and his mouth is stop- 
ped before his righteous Ma- 





ker. He shows him that his 












help must be inthe mercy of 
the Almighty, an act of favor 
that has not been merited and 
therefore cannot be challenged. 

If the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, or Comforter. be so ne- 
cessary to awcken us from secu- 
rity, and teach us what the law 
is; all who believe this will 
doubtless agree that his influ- 
ence is still more necessary to 
instruct us in the gospel, and 
make «ap application of it to our 
hearts. If he, and he alone 
teaches the disease, it is from 
him we must expect the healing. 
One is only bringing us to « 
knowledge of our true state, 
the other is actually changing 
our state ; one is showing us 
ourselves. the other is revealing 
the glory, the all-sufficiency, and 
completeness of the gospel Sav- 
iour ; One is pointing us to « 
knowledge of our guilt, the 
other is washing away that guil: ; 
one is convincing us that we 
have nothing heavenly in our 
temper, and no holiness, the 
other is giving a new heart, and 
the first principles of that holi- 
ness which will grow up into 
heavenly glory. This work of 
grace the scriptures call putting 
a new heart into his people, 
creating them anew. making 
them like God himself, sealing 
them unto the day of redemp- 
tion, by giving them that holi- 
ness which in the day of Christ 
will be an evidence, that they 
have a right by the covenant of 
grace to hope. 

We see, therefore, that the 
Comforter, the Spirit of God. 
has a most important part in the 
salvation of men. He takes the 
truth of God and makes appli- 
Cation of it to the mind. Our 
having this truth on record ia 
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the holy scriptures does not rene 
der his influence unnecessoryy 
for itis he must give us just 
apprehensions, or we shail not 
have them; he must collect, 
and present strikingly to our 
minds the evidence of the spiri- 
tual world, or we shall not col- 
lect it for ourselves.-—Means 
may give doctrinal information, 
but when given it will not be 
heeded. The unholy heart will 
put away the light, chusing to 
remain in darkness lest its deeds 
be reproved. 














Religious Intelligence. 


State of Religion within the 
bounds of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church, 
in the United States of Ameri- 
ca; from May 1809 to May 
1810 :—-Extructed from the 
Minutes of the Assembly. 


THE Committee appointed to 
collect and digest into a connec- 
ted narrative, the information re- 
ceived in the free conversation 
concerning the state of Religion, 
submit the following report : 

The General Assembiy baving 
heard a narrative of the state of 
religion within their bounds, are 
happy in having the opportuni- 
ty of publishing an abstract of 
it, for the information of the 
churches under their care. And 
we begin wiih thanksgiving to 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for that grace with 
which it has pleased him to 
visit a goodly number of our 
churches. In many instances 


the arm of the Lord has been - 


made bare ; the prince of peace 
has displayed the power and glo- 
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ry of his grace, in the edification 
of his people, and the conversion 
of sinners. “ Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 
name be the glory.” 

The state of the church upon 
the whole is favorable ; and in 
particular parts, the Spirit of 
God has been poured out in 
copious effusions. In many 
towns within the bounds of our 
sister churches in Connecticut, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, and 
New-Hampshire, the Gospel of 
Christ is seen to be the fower 
of God, and the wisdom of God 
ta salvation. Zion is there put- 
ting on her beautiful garments ; 
there, is flowing with a full 
stream that river which makes 
glad the city of our God ; and 
the great shepherd is leading 
his flock to the green pastures, 
by the living waters. 

Advancing towards the south, 
we sce the foot-steps of our glo- 
rious Redeemer, within the 
bounds of the Presbyteries of 
Long-Island, Hudson, and New- 
York. Jesus shows that he is 
able to save, even to the utter- 
most, by the conversion of old 
and hardened sinners, of open, 
avowed unbelievers, and of aban- 
doned profligates. The slaves 
of Satan are delivered from their 
bondage, and admitted into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of 
God. In the western parts of 
the state of New-York, particu- 
larly in the newlysettled regions, 
the progress of religion has been 
great; that desert buds and 
biossoms as the rose, and pro- 
mises, under the auspices of 
grace, to become as the garden 
of the Lord. It is mentioned as 
a proof of this, that in the space 
of eleven years. the number of 
ministers of Jesus, in that coun- 





try, has increased from two to 
nearly fifty. 

Although the revival in New. 
Jersey, of which the Assembly 
made report tothe churches last 
year, has, in some degrec, de- 
clined, yet we are delighted to 
hear that the precious fruits of 
it remain ; that apostacies are 
very rare ; that they who name 
the name of Christ, appear gen- 
erally to walk worthy of their 
vocation ; and that although the 
harvest seems for the present to 
be past, yet still, in many places, 
the gleanings are considerable. 

In the Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia the work of the Lord 
goes ON, in the congregations of 
Cape-May, and Fairfield. Ma- 
ny souls are there brought from 
darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, 

There are tidings also from 
some parts of the Presbytery of 
Baltimore, which make glad the 
hearts of the friends of Zion. 

The Assembly are happy to 
learn that the fruits of the great 
revival in some of the Southern 
States, which took place several 
years ago, still remain; that 
there, also, apostacies are very 
rare, and professors of religion 
appear to have their conversa- 
tion inheaven. In some instan- 
ces professional characters, for- 
meriy notorious for their ad- 
herence to the principles of in- 
fidelitv, and for inattention to 
the duties of religion and moral- 
ity, are now found publicly man- 
ifesting their attachment to the 
friends and doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. 

With pleasure we have recei- 
ved the information, that several 
Seminaries of learning have been 
favored with the special grace of 
God ; and some of those youth 
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who are expected hereafter to; 


influence public opinion and 
sentiment, have become disci- 
ples of a crucified Redeemer. 

In addition to this general 
view of the good things which 
God has done for us, it is re- 
marked, that the Missionaries 
employed by the General As- 
sembly, and by other Missionary 
bodies within their bounds, have 
performed their services with 
fidelity, and, in several instances, 
with considerable success. The 
gospel has been carried to desti- 
tute places, and the sun of right- 
eousness has risen, with healing 
under his wings, upon some of 
the dark and benighted regions of 
our wilderness. A goodly num- 
ber of churches have been 
organized during the year past ; 
and now in several places there 
is an earnest cry for the stated 
preaching of the gospel, where 
ten years ago there were none 
who cared for these things.— 
The Missions to the poor blacks 
in our country, have also been, 
in some degree, blest by the 
Head of the church, and even 
the heart of the savage has been 
melted by the all-subduing grace 
of God. 

It is pleasing alsoto remark. 
that in some places, where infi- 
dclity appeared to have built her 
strong holds, the doctrine of 
Christ crucified has triumphed. 
The impious heresy of socini- 
anism which reduces to the lev- 
el of a mere man our blessed 
Lord and Saviour, has been also 
in some instances, considerably 
diminished. 

The Assembly cannot forbear 
mentioning here, with great 
satisfaction, the institution of 
several Bible Societies, in addi- 
tion to the one established nearly 
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two years ago, in Philadelphia. 
We thank God that he has put 
it into the hearts of the pious 
and benevolent of various de- 
nominations, to devise and fur- 
nish the means of sending the 
scriptures, which alone are able 
to make men wise unto salva- 
tion, to the poor and needy. 
And we anticipate with joy, the 
happy effects which it is hoped 
will result from these institu- 
tions. It is our most ardent 
prayer that they may be increas- 
ed, until all who dwell upon the 
earth, shall be favored with the 
word of God the only infallible 
rule of faith and frractice. 

The Assembly also acknowl- 
edge, with joy, the goodness of 


God in checking the progress § 


of the crrors, and healing the 
divisions which have prevailed 
for some years, in a few of the 
western churches. 

In producing the happy effects 
which have been just detailed, 
God has done honor to his word 
and ordinances. As the As- 
sembly cannot recognize as gen- 
uine any work in the hearts of 
men, bearing the name of reli- 
gion, but that which is produced 
by the instrumentalijy of truth, 
acknowledges and honors that 
truth, so they observe as usual, 
a confirmation of this great prin- 
ciple in the reports concerning 
the state of religion, at the pres- 
ent sessions. In those parts of 
the church, without exception, 
in which vital relicion has 
flourished, in the course of the 
last year, the fundamental doc- 
trines of the gospel ; viz. the 
total defiravity of human nature, 
the divinity and atonement of Je- 
sus Christ, justification by his 
imputed righieousness, the sove- 
reigniy and freeness of divine 
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grace, and the afecial influences 
of the Holy Spirit in the regen- 
eration and sanctification of sin- 
ners, have been decidedly re- 
ceived and honored. 

The means, in addition to the 
preaching of the word, which 
God has owned and blessed, are 
catechising and prayer meet- 
ings. And the Assembly hail 
it as an auspicious omen, that, 
upon many of his people and 
churches, God has poured out a 
Spirit of grace and supplication. 
We rejoice in being able to 
say that praying societies have 
considerably increased in the 
Jast twelve months. Let those 
who have been favored with 
the effusions of the Holy Spir- 
it, persevere with increasing 
dilizence in the use of those 
mevns which it has pleased God 
to bless: and Jet those who are 
still ina state of languor and 
coldness, vemember that it is 
only in the diligent use of the 
means appointed by God, that 
they can expect to obtain his 
blessing. We recommend 
this the more earnestly, dear 
brethren, because although the 
state of the church, on the whole, 
is prospering, yet in some very 
extensive and populous regions 
of our country. religion de- 
clines, errors prevail, vice 
abounds, and souls are perish- 
ing. Let the friends of Jesus, 
throughout our land, united in 
one purpose, animated by one 
Spirit, rise to more vigorous ex- 
ertions for the promotion of vi- 
tal piety. Let their time, and 
their talents, and their all, be 
devoted to the cause of God 
and of Christ. God has done 
and has promised enough to en- 
courage our hopes, and animute 
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proaching, when Jesus will 
come in the glory and mejesty 
of his grace ; proceed from con. 
ques: to conquest, and fill the 
whole earth with his salvation. 
Try then, brethren, the utmost 
efficacy of prayer, and let every 
soul with fervor cry, even so, 
come quickly, Lord Jesus! Amn, 
Attest, 
JACOB J. JANEWAY, 
Stated Clerk, 





Bible Societics and Translationg 
of the Holy Scriptures. 


THE Britis anp Foreicn 
BisLeE Socrery, tor the encour- 
agement of institutions of the 
same kind. have presented to 
the * New-York Bible Society” 
100/. and to the * Connecticut 
Bible Society” 50/. Sterling.— 
‘These donations were accom- 
panied with letters expressive of 
high satisfaction in the present 
glorious prospect of a dissemi- 
nation of divine truth through 
the world. 


Extracts from the Second Report 
of the Philadelphia Bible So- 
ciety, Muy, 1810. 


IN laying before the Society 
an account of their proceedings 
during the past year, the Mana- 
gers experience pleasing emo- 
lions, anticipating that the re- 
port which they are now to mike 
will gratify the Society witha 
view of its beneficial operation, 
and stimulate them.to persever- 
ing and increased exertions for 
the advancement of the great 








our labors. The time is ap- 

















cause which they have under- 
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taken. It will show that the 
field opened to the Society is 
far from being a narrow one, and 
that the sources from which 
they may reasonably expect an 
augmentation of the means of 
doing good, are various and dif- 
fused. And it is hoped that it 
will have a tendency to increase 
the number of the patrons of 
this institution, by satisfying 
those who have not yet recogni- 
zed the necessity of a gratui- 
tous distribution of the Holy 
Scriptures in our principal cities, 
that there are in reality, many 
other places, the necessities of 
which call loudly for the aid of 
Bible Societies ; places where 
the Bible cannot easily be pro- 
cured for money, or where ma- 
ny who are anxious to procure 
it are disabled by poverty from 
purchasing it. It will certainly 
administer the highest gratifi- 
cation to the society to receive 
intelligence of the numerous 
sister societies which are spring- 
ing up in every part of the 
country to co-operate with us 
in our important work. 

Since the last meeting of the 
Society there have been distri- 
buted 1514 English Bibles ; 
387 English New Testaments ; 
54 German Bibles; 196 German 
New Testaments; 45 French 
New Testaments; 1 Welsh Bi- 
ble ; and 1 Gaelic Bible. 

A considerable share of these 
were dispersed over our own 
city and state, and perhaps more 
might have been distributed 
Within these bounds, had the 
managers possessed larger 
funds ; but as they have it in 
their power to supply these pla- 
ces at another time, they thought 
it preferable in many instances 
to listen to the claims of distant 

Von. III. NO. 8. 
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necessity, partly because it was 
greater, and partly because such 
favorable opportunities of sup- 
plying it do not frequently oc- 
cur. With respect to the aid 
granted to remote places, they 
state that 50 English Bibles, 
and 50 English New ‘Testa- 
ments, have been sent to the 
Rev. Thaddeus Osgood, a mis- 
sionary on the frontiers of the 
United States, to be distributed 
among those who may, in his 
judgment, the most need them. 

100 German New Testa- 
ments have been committed for 
distribution to the missionaries 
of the German Lutheran church. 

25 English Bibles, and 25 
English New Testaments have 
been sent to the Rev. John EH. 
Rice, a missionary among the 
people of color in the state of 
Virginia, to be given to those 
of them who can read. 

50 English Bibles, and 50 
English New Testaments, were 
taken out to the Island of St. 
Croix, by Mr. Francis Markoe, 
one of the managers. These 
he distributed partly in person ; 
and on leaving the Island, com- 
mitted the remainder to the 
minister ofthe Episcopal church, 
to the society of the Unitas 
Fratrum, and to some other 
friends, who were kind enough 
to co-operate with this Society 
in carrying the light of the 
Scriptures into the abodes of 
darkness. The attention which 
the Society had paid to the ne- 
cessities of these Islanders ex- 
cited strong emotions of sur- 
prise and gratitude among them, 
and called forth a spirit of liber- 
ality in favor of our institution. 
General Harcourt, Lieutenant 
Govenor of the Island, became 
a member of this Society, by a 
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life subscription of fifty dol- 
lars ; Dr. Edward Stephens, by 
a life subscription of fifty dollars ; 
Mr. Peter Markoe, by a life 
subscription of fifty dollars ; 
Mr. Isaac Dubois, coliector of 
the customs, by a life subscrip- 
tion of sixty-four dollars ; Mr. 
John Brown, by a donation of 
six dollars and the usual annual 
subscription of two dollars. 
There is reason to hope, that 
the Bibles sent to this island, 
will materially assist the exer- 
tions of those who are there la- 
boring to diffuse the gospel of 
the Lord our Saviour. 

50 English Bibles have been 
sent tothe Rev. Mr. Atwater, 
president of Dickinson College, 
Carlisle, at his request, to be 
distributed in the prison and 
barracks in that town,andtosuch 
poor persons as may be desirous 
to have Bibles. 

6 English Bibles, and 24 
English New Testaments have 
been forwarded to the Rev. John 
Knoske in Berks county, ‘at his 
request, to be distributed among 
the Iuborers at the furnaces in 
his neighborhood. 

25 English Bibles have been 
sent to Mr. James Murray,Camb- 
den county, S. C. at his request. 

59 English Bibles, and 100 
English New Testaments have 
been delivered to the Rev. Sam- 
uel Wooley, a missionary in the 
West-Indies. ‘Fhe representa- 
tion which Mr. Wooley made 
to the managers of the neces- 
sities of the people among 
whom he labors, excites a hope 
that this gratuity will be of 
great service. 

100 New Testaments to a So- 
ciety about to be formed at 
Beaufort, in South Carolina. 

12 English Bibles to the Rev. 
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Mr. Freeman, to be distributed 
in the neighborhood of Bridge- 
town, New-Jersey. 

The above arethe chief ip- 
stances in which the Managers 
had opportunity of extending 
the benefits of this Society to 
remote quarters. It may be 
added that in most of these in- 
stances the aid was solicited ; 
and in all of them obviously 
necessary. 

The Society will recollect 
being informed at the last meet- 
ing, that the British and For- 
eign Bible Society had voted a 
donation to our funds, of 200 
pounds sterling. We have now 
to add that the whole of that 
sum has been received. In 
consequence of an order from 
the Managers, there were for- 
warded from London in April 
1809, 100 French New Testa- 
ments, 50 German, do. 100 
English, do. 100 Welsh Bibks, 
50 Gaelic, do. 50 German do. 
These have been received, to 
the value of 702. 13s. 8d, sier- 
ling ; and the freight to the 
amount of 2/. 15s. 6d. sterling, 
generously relinquished by Mr. 
Hurry, owner of the ship ia 
which they were imported. 

The Society judging by our 
order that there must bea de- 
mand in this country for the 
Scriptures in various languages, 
and knowing that we could net 
supply ourselves with any but 
English Bibles, sent out in Feb. 
1809, 150 French Testaments ; 
150 German, do. ; 250 English, 
do.; 150 Welsh Bibles; 100 
German, do.; 50 Gaelic, do. ; 
25 English nonpareil, do. 

This Society will duly ap- 
preciate that ardent interest in 
our prosperity, and in the suc- 
cess of the general cause, 
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which occasioned these books 
tobe sentus. It appears, how- 
ever, that the Society in Lon- 
don over-rated the demand in 
this country for the French, 
Welsh, and Gaelic Scriptures ; 
which is not at all strange, as it 
is now equally apparent that we 
ourselves had over-rated it. 
Experience has shown that op- 
portunites of distributing these 
books are extremely rare; on- 
ly 45 French Testaments, 1 
Welsh, and 1 Gaelic Bible, 
having yet been disposed of by 
the Managers. This circum- 
stance, however, does not inter- 
fere with our gratitude to our 
friends. But as the books could 
not be gratuitously disposed of 
by the Managers, they directed 
their Librarian to offer them for 
sale, that the proceeds may be 
laid out in the purchase of such 
copies of the Scriptures as are 
more needed in this country. 

The British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society have also sent usa 
few copies of their Fifth Report; 
this, like their former reports, 
we believe,has contributed large- 
ly whercever it has been read to 
excite a zeal to imitate their ex- 
tensive and beneficial labors. We 
have received also another pub- 
lic communication from that 
Society, which will be found in 
the appendix; from which it 
appears, that from their first in- 
stitution till the 24th of March, 
1809, they printed 52,454 Bi- 
bles, and 105,975 New Testa- 
ments in various languages, ex- 
clusively of those which they 
printed on the continent of Eu- 
rope ; and have distributed 
them over almost every part of 
Christendom. 

When this Society was first 
organized, it was, after mature 
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deliberation, determined not to 
pre-occupy a field which could 
be better cultivated by other la- 
borers. They therefore limited 
themselves almost to their own 
state, and by a public address 
invited the friends of revealed 
truth to co-operate with them 
in the general object, by the 
erection of similar Societies.— 
It is with great pleasure that 
the Managers now report that a 
number of Bible Societies are 
already organized, and in opera- 
tion, in different parts of the 
country ; and that measures are 
in a prosperous train for the 
erection of others. They have 
received official information of 
the institution of 

The Massachusetts Bible So- 
ciety,—The Young Men’s Bible 
Society of New-York,-—The 
New-Jersey BibleSociety,—The 
New-York Bible Society —The 
New-Hampshire Bible Society,- 
The Connecticut Bible Society. 
They understand also that a Bi- 
ble Saciety is about to be formed 
at Beaufort, in South-Carolina, 
and another in the city of Balti- 
more ; and that some efforts 
have been made towards the for- 
mation of one in Charleston, 
(S.C.) With those Societies 
whose organization they have re- 
ceived official information, the 
Managers are in the habits of 
correspondence ; and it may 
reasonably be expected that so 
many Societies operating each 
in its proper sphere, and mutu- 
ally communicating and receiv- 
ing information on the means of 
advancing the common object, 
will be eminently useful. 


[To be continued.) 



































516 Zranslations of the Scriptures. 


Memoir relative to the translation 
of the Sacred Scrifitures ; to 
the Baptist Missionary Society 
in England, dated Serampore, 
Aug. 14, 1807. 


(Concluded from p. 278.) 


25. OUR brethren will per- 
ceive, that in addition to the 
generous benefaction of the 
friends of religion in Britain, we 
have to acknowledge the liberal- 
ity and the public spirit of our 
worthy friends in America, 
who have so cordially interested 
themselves in the work, that 
unsolicited by us, they have 
within the last two years collect- 
ed and sent out for that purpose, 
nearly 6,000 dollars. 


26. In the effort made to 
raise a fund in India for the pur- 
pose of transl.ting, we acknowl- 
edge with gratitude the zeal of 
our worthy friends in the Es- 
tablishment. This attempt suc- 
ceeded in a considerable degree, 
and a sum was subscribed 
amounting to nearly 14,000 ru- 
pees: out of which fund we 
received monthly 300 rupees 
for Mr Lassar’s salary, and the 
same sum towards the support 
of the translations in general, 
from May 1806 to 1807 : since 
which time, the fund being re- 
duced below 5,000 rupees, has 
been confined to the Chinese 
and Persian translations. 


27. On examining this ac- 
count, it will appear that the 
greatest expense attending this 
work is that of printing. This, 
by the end of 1806, had amount- 
ed to nearly 3,500, pounds. 
though confined almost entirely 
to the Bengalee ; while that of 
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translating had scarcely amount- 
ed to a third of that sum, al- 
though the Chinese, and indeed 
the whole of the translations, 
were included. This will ena- 
ble us to speak with a degree of 
precision respecting the proba- 
ble expense of finishing the 
whole of the twelve transla- 





tions. 


28. Of the expense attending 
_ ten of these, namely, the Sung- 
skrit, the Bengalee, (Old Testa- 
/ment,) the Hindee, the Orissa, 
'the Mahratta,the Telinga, the 
'Kernata, the Guzzerattee, the 
, Burman, and that in the lan- 
| guage of the Seeks, we can 
speak with a good degree of 
certainty. “he printing of the 
whole ten will probably be com- 
pleted in about four years. Less 
than half that period, however, 
will probably complete the 
New Testament in several of 
these : as, the Sungskrit, the 
Orissa, the Hindee, and the 
Mahratta, as-well as the whole 
of the Scriptures inthe Benga- 
lee. If, however, a pundit were 
retained in each of these lan- 
guages, during the whole of 
that period, the expense of ten 
pundits on an average of about 
25 rupees monthly, and 300 
annually, would be for the 
whole ten a yearly sum of 3.000 
rupees. Sothat 12,000 rupees 
will probably defray the remain- 
der of the expense attending 
the mere translation of the New 
Testament into these ten lan- 
guages, 


29. The expense of frrinting 
each respective version can be 
easily calculated. It may prob- 
ably be as follows :— 
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The Sungskrit, 1000 copies, 


The Hindee, ditto, 
The Mahratta, ditto, 
The Orissa, ditto, 
The Guzzerattee, ditto, 
The Kernata, ditto, 
The Telinga, ditto, 
The Seeks, ditto, 
The Burman, ditto, 
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The Bengalee, (last vol. of the Old ively ment,) 


1000 pages, - : 


Printing, - - - 
Translatng, - - - 


Or &. 7,250 a When | 
from this we deduct 12,371 ru- 
pees, or &. 1,546, the surplus 
now in our hands, (the sum ad- 
vanced for printing these ver- 
sions excepted,) the sum: re- 
quired to complete these ten 
versions will be about 46,000 
rupees, or £ 5,750 sterling. So 





that about fourteen hundred 
pounds annually, for four years, 
will, as far as we can guess, en- 
able us, not only to finish the 
whole of the Scriptures in the 
Bengalee, but also to translate 
the New Testament into the 
Sungskrit, the Hindee, the Oris- 
sa, the Mahratta, the Telinga, 
the Kernata, the Guzzerattee, 
the Burman, and the language 
of the Seeks, and print an edi- 
tion of a thousand in each. 

30, The expense of the Chi- 
nese and Persian translations is 
considerably more than that of 
the others. Mr. Lassar’s wa- 
ges are 300 rupees monthly, 
and Mr. Sabat’s 200 rupees. In 
the Chinese the New Testa- 


ment will probably be finished | 


in two years. Mr. Lassar’s 
Wages will in that time, at 3,600 


Rupees. 

about 600 pp. 4to. 5,000 
700 5,500 

800 Svo. 4.000 

760 3.300 

700 Ato. 5.500 

900 vo. 4.500 

900 4,500 

700 4to, 5,509 

900 8vo. 4,500 

- - - - 3,500 
- ° . - 46,000 
- . . 12,000 





—_—— = 


Rupees 58,000 


Aldine 








annually, amount to 7,200. If 
we allow two years and a half 
for the completion of the Per- 
sian, this will be 6,000 rupecs. 
Together, 13,200 rupees, or 
&. | oe sterling. 

. The expense of printing 
the Persian will be rather less 
than that of the Sungskrit, as 
the New Testament may be 
comprised in about 500 pages 
quarto. We also have a fount 
of Persian ready. Nor is it 
probable that the expense of 
printing the Chinese version 
will much exceed, especially if 
we procure a brother from 
England capable of cutting the 
types, (or rather blocks,)as we 
have reason to expect. This 
would indeed curtail the grand 
article of expense; as these, 
being in the mode of stereotype, 
require only two men to throw 
off any number of copies at 
pleasure. Chinese paper can be 
procured in abundance at Cal- 
cutta. If to the 13,200 before, 
we add 10,000 more for the ex- 
penses of printing, this will 
make 23,200 rupees, or ¥. 2,900. 





So‘that about three thousand 
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pounds more, will, we trust, fin- 
ish the translation of the New 
Testament in the Chinese and 
the Persian. If we add this 
sum to that required to com- 
plete the other ten, it will ap- 
pear that somewhat more than 
eight thousand fiounds are re- 
quired to finish these ¢welve 
translations of the New ‘Testa- 
ment. It is with propriety that 
the sum for the two last versions 
is added; for although three 
thousand rupees remain of the 
fund subscribed in India, yet we 
have at present no ground to 
expect that any thing further 
will be subscribed ; the whole 
must, therefore, as fur as we can 
say, depend on the generous ex- 
ertions of the fhiends of reli- 
gion in Europe and America ; 
and we cannot but feel thankful 
to cur gracious God, that this 
work has been so far succeeded 
by him, as to require only the 
sum of tivo thousand founds an- 
nuaily for about four years, to 
complete ‘Translations of the 
New ‘Testament in ¢welve lan- 
guages, and to print an edition 
of a thousand copies in each of 
them. 


52. As the Old Testament 
consists of a litthke more than 
thrice the quantity of the New, 
the expense of that part of the 
work is easily calculated. Sev- 
eral circumstances may also 
concur to reduce the expense ; 
such as, facility in the work, 
improvement in the types, and 
other things of that nature. It 
is however scarccly necessary 
to touch on this part now, as 
the way being once opened in 


these languages by the comple- | 


tion of the New Testament, no 
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one can doubt that the friends of 
religion will give every due en- 
couragement to the translation 
of the whole Scriptures. 


33. Thus far helped of God, 
we desire to adore his mercy 
and wisdom, and through you, 
dear brethren, to present our 
grateful and cordial acknowl- 
cdgments to the friends of reii- 
gion in England, Scotland, and 
America, who have so gener- 
ously come forward to assist in 
the work. To press them to go 
for ward, is as unnecessary as it 
would be unkind in us, after the 
liberality we have experienced, 
to doubt their future support.— 
Nor is it less superfluous to re- 
present the nature of the work. 
It commends itself to the con- 
science and understanding of all 
who love the word of God.— 
Were it only for the assistance 
it will afford European Mibssion- 
aries in attempting to spread the 
gospel in these languages, it 
would deserve attention: but 
we cannot help looking to some- 
thing beyond this. It is pro- 
mised, that the Spirit shall be 
poured out on all nations; to 
IIIM alone it belongs to know 
the times and the seasons, but 
we cannot forbear hoping that 
the Spirit of God may be pour- 
ed out on the natives of these 
respective countries in the pe- 
rusal of his holy word ; nor 
avoid foresecing that, were He to 
vouchsafe this blessing on his 
word, the wilderness would soon 
become a fruitful field, and the 
desert blossom as the rose. 


Intreating your earnest sup- 
plications for Divine assistance 
through the whole of this work; 
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and for the hastening of these 
glorious days, 


We remain very dear Brethren, 
Most affectionately yours, 


W. Carey, J. Marsuman, 

W.\Warpb, J. CHAMBERLAIN, 

R. Marpon, W. Moors, 

J. Cuater, J. Rowe. 

W.Roprinson, F. Carey. 
Serampore, Aug. 14, 1807. 


Notice for Charity. 


SINCE the apostolic age, no 
event hath more strongly mark- 
el the presence of the great 
Head of the church to be with 
his people, than the rapid trans- 
lation of the scriptures, into ma- 
ny languages of the Eastern 
heathen in Asia. ‘The sun of 
righteousness is, indeed, rising 
with his brightest beams, upon 
those benighted but populous 
regions, and we trust millions 
will experience the healing there 
is in his wings. While the 
judgments of a holy God are 
desolating the lands which have 
enjoyed his word for ages, and 
have sunk intoinfidelity, heis giv- 
ing the word of life to those who 
were necessarily ignorant of the 
gospel, 

Reader, observe the contrast 
in the dealings of heaven ! and 
let hardened infidels reflect, 
that their own state is more de- 
plorable than the most ignorant 
heathen on earth ; for the latter 
the Redeemer will appear, for 
the former judgment is reserv- 
ed in store. 

On those good men, who are 
engaged in the work of transla- 
tion, the blessing of many shall 
rest for ever. They have de- 
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monstrated their sincerity, piety 
and ability for the great duty : 
the Spirit of God is doubtless 
with them, and they need noth- 
ing but pecuniary aid to accom- 
plish the design. Can an Ame- 
rican Christian deny his mite ? 
What brother or sister in Christ 
doth not wish to meet the Asia- 
ticks in heaven ? For the facili- 
ty of transferring donations, the 
readers of this Magazine are in- 


formed, that Mr. Peter W. Gal- 


laudet, Merchant, Hartford, will 
receive anc endeavor to trans- 
mit whatever may be given for 
this purpose. 


A Letter from a dying Libertine 
to his Friend. 


DEAR PuILo, 


DEATH already seizes my ex- 
tremities ; but as my heart still sur- 
vives, and checks me for the many 
follies you have been witness to in 
my former life, and the bad advice 
I have so often given you in regard 
to a future state, I think it my duty, 
by way of restitution, to send you my 
present thoughts,which can’t be sup- 
posed to be any wavs biassed, when 
{am waiting the dissolution of my 
mortal frame. For while you are 
reading these lines, I shall im alt 
probubility, be either groaning un- 
der the agonies of absolu:e despair, 
or triumphing in fulness of joy. 

It is impossibie for me to express 
the present disposition of my soul, 
the vast uncertainty I am struggling 
with ; no words can paint the force 
and vivacity of my apprehensions ; 
every doubt wears the face of horror, 
and would presently overwhelm me, 
but for some faint beams of hope, 
whicit dart across the tremendous 
gloom. 

What tongue can utter the an- 
guish of a soul suspended between 
extremes of infinite joy or eternal 
misery ? IT am threwing my last 
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stake for eternity, and tremble and 
shudder for the important event.— 
Great God! How have I employed 
myself! How have I consumed my 
days in a sinful lethargy! I never 
waked till now! I have but just 
commenced the dignity of a rational 
creature ; till this instant I hada 
wrong apprehension of every thing 
in nature; Lhave pursued shadows ; 
entertained myself and friends with 
dreams. 1 have been treasuring up 
dust, and sporting myself with the 
wind. While I look back on my 
past life, I find it all blank, a per- 
fect vacancy, except some memo- 
rials of infamy and guilt. Ok! J 
never had a just apprehension of 

e solemnity of the part lam to 
act, till now. 

It is this that arms death with all 
its terrors, else I could still mock at 
fear, and smile in the face of the 
gloomy Monarch. It is not giving 
yp my breath; it 1s not being for 
ever insensible, that makes me 
shrink :—it is the terrible hereafter, 
the something beyond the grave, at 
which I recoil. Those great reali- 
tics, which you know, I, inthe hours 
of mirth and vanity, treated as phan- 
toms, and as the idie dreams of su- 
perstitious brains, start forth and 
dare me now in their most terrible 
demonstrations. O Philo! my awa- 
kened conscience feels something of 
that eternal vengeance I have so 
oiten stupidly dehed. 

To what heights of madness is it 
yossible for human nature to reach! 

Vhat extravagance is it to jest with 
death! to laush at damnation ! as 
we have done in the greatest of our 
folly. Every thing in nature seems 
‘to reproach this levity in human 
creatures. ‘The whole creation but 
man, is serious. Man has the high- 
et reason to be so, while he has 
affairs of infinite consequence de- 
pending on his short, uncertain du- 
‘ration. A condemned wretch may 
with as good a grace go dancing 
to his execution, as the greatest part 


‘of mankind go on with such a 


thoughtless gaiety to their graves, 
Oh, Philo! with what horror do 
I recal those hours of vanity we 
have wasted together! Return, yelost 
neglected moments ! How should 
{ prize you above the eastern trea- 





sures! Oh! could I be permitted to 
live ; to dwell with hermits ; to rest 
on the cold earth ; and once more 
stand a candidate for an immort:| 
crown, and have my probation for 
celestial happiness ; what worth is 
there in the vain grandeurs of a 
court ! In sounding titles! In perish- 
able riches ! What consolation ' 
What relief can they afford me ! 

I have had a splendid passage to 
the grave! 1 am in state, languish- 
ing under a gilded canopy ; | am 
expiring on soft and downv pillows, 
and am respectively attended by my 
servants and physicians! My ¢e- 
pendants sigh, my sisters weep, my 
father beareth a load of vears and 
grief ; my endearing wife pale and 
silent, conceals her inward = an- 
guish ; my friend Euphormio, who 
was as my own soul, suppresses his 
sighs, and withdraws from me to 
hide his bursting grief. But alas! 
who can answer my summons at 
the hich tribunal? Who can bail me 
from the arrests of death ? Who 
will descend into the dark prison of 
the grave to relieve me there, or 
defend me from corruption ? 

Here they all leave me, after hav- 
ing paid a few idle ceremonies to 
the breathless carcass, that lump of 
clay, which perhaps may lie reposed 
in state, while my soul, my only sen- 
sible part, may stand trembling be- 
fore my Judge. The love and grati- 
tude of my friends, may perchance 
honor my remains with a stately 
monument inscribed with, Here lies 
the great But, could the pale 
corpse speak, it would soon reply, 





sessseeseres ones False marble, where? 
Nothing bat poor and sordid dust 
lies here. CowLeEY. 


While some flattering panegyric 
is pronounced at my interment, | 
may perhaps be hearing my Just 
condemnation at a superior tribu- 
nal, where an unerring verdict may 
sentence me to everlasting infamy. 
But I find comfort in the promises 
of God, and hope for mercy through 
Christ. Therefore repent, and fare- 
well, till we meet in the world of 
spirits, 


